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1 LIFE, , CHARACTER & WRITINGS 


or THE LATE 


Mn, JOHN BEATSON. 


| | R. 1 Batten was been at c Cottingley-Halb 
WY. near Beefton, in the pariſh of Legvs, on the gi ſt 


. N 1 743. lis F ather was a reſpectable farmer, and 
„ his Mother deſcended from a Family of conſiderable x re- 
. N in the Well Riding of Yorkſhire. 


TY an 1 al period of his life. 45 was 1 at ad 


Dn, Grammar-School | in Leeds, where, for many years, he was 


1 the companion of the late Rev. Joszen Mitxzy 
L Author of „ Gubbon's Account of Chriſtianity con4 
1 85 e 5 and ſeveral other religious publications, 15 ig: — 


"There was a i fingulas coincidence i in the lives af theſe 
7 1 men. Educated at the ſame School engaged i 
BY the ſame public work, though | in differentJepartments ; ; 
ſeuling i in HULL nearly at the ſame time having beet 
a paceviany: uſeful in their relpectire Soup e an 


- 
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"Sing | in n the ſame year—ir it is nick to their eredit; that 
though they entertained di Ferent ſentiments ! in theology, J 
their friendſhip, which began i in the playful days of child- 


hood, was s perpetuated through, all the lurcecding canes 
5 of life, . | | DR - 


OR ATSON obttded-; at the Grammar School, 


. -untiþ he had made conſiderable progreſs i in thoſe 83 1 


of learning, which are uſually taught at ſuch places : : and 
- afterwards he remained at home, 1 improving his mind under 


the tuition. of a a clergyman, | until he was about eighteen ” 
* years ol age. 5 . : | 


The "RY Mr. F Minifter ride ESL 75 
3 . Tow Congregation at I hite-Chapel 1 in Luzps,a man 
ö 28 remarkably diſtinguiſhed for his ſucceſs in turning | : 
* many to righteouſneſs, as for his miniſterial abilities, being 
at chat time delervedly popular, Mr. Beatſon was induced : 8 
10 hear bim; and, under his miniſtry, received. thoſe 
* ſerious impreſſions, which gave riſe to the moſt important 5 


I j | tranſations of his future life. 


" By birth and Fuer ion Mr. . was a mem 


„ F., ber of the Church of England, but, like many others, 2 


TS when he came to riper years, his enquiries were Aronger i 


2 than the ſtrong holds of hereditary religion, His piety; 


1 his ſleady altendance on the various branches of ſocial 


| /- worſhip; his ſobriety and other amiable qualities, ſoon 
* attrafted the notice of Mr. Edwards and his friends, and ; 
he w was $ adrvitted a member of the Society at Hie Chapel 


PT ee 
1 A rigid adherence to every minute particular in the | 

1 erceds of our anceſtors, is conſidered by many as the baſis 

of all moral rectiiude; and the ſmalleſt departure from the 7 


reſpective ſyſlems i in which we have been educated, a8 
1 the index of a vicious mind. 1 requires, however, no 
43 uncommon degree o penetration to diſcover, that this 
5 ; principle i is equally favorable to Popery, and ev ery other 
Z . falſe: religion, that | it is oppoſed to all reformation, and 
has ever been the fraitful ſource. of intolerance. and 


4 e 1 


Mr. Beatſon- 8 relations. now beg to be ſerioully N 


e at his conduQ, probably conſidering his con- 
; nedion with Diſſenters a as d. {graceful to the 5 9 5 Fo 


* By 80080 we e have "We" miſled ; 
2 6 So we believ e, becauſe we were o bed. 
„ he prieſt continues what the nurſe begun, 
- : « * And thus the child impoſes « on the man.“ 1 5 . 


"Stine" unyielding a are the fetters, kX prejudice! * | 


1 Clergyman, who had . Mr. Beatſon' 8 aunt, took 

great pains to convince him of the evil nature of ſchiſm, : 
and wrote to him i intreating him by every poſſible motive 

Which he could urge, to renounce his new heretical 
1 opinions. To this letter Mr. Beatſon made a ſpirited 
and argumentative reply, ſlating, that as his religious ſen- 
timents were the reſult of enquiry and conviction, he 
could not abandon them until they were proved to be con- 
due to e wore. of Cod mien he conſidered as the 


1 
| weten and only. FLY of faith and as. Hi deter- | 
| mination, thus reſolutely expreſſed, drew upon him the 
: diſpleaſure of his father, who, finding him unmoved . 
either by argument or entreaty, threatened bim with diſ- 


4 inheritance, if he fill continued to adhere to his notions 
2 of non- conformity. OT. 


How harſh and unjuſt Gable is 1 condutt of hole N 


pare nts, who, from their fond attachment to their own | 
8 peculiarities, not only forbid che expanſion of the minds 
of their children, but alſo. puniſh. with ſeverity, their 
: - honeſt avowal of truth! The threats of Mr. | Beatſon' 8 
| father, however, were not put into execution. He ſoon. . 
| | ſaw the worth of his ſon” $ principles, i in the excellent and | 
* uniform deportment which they produced ; 2 and he per- i 


mitted him peaccably to ſerve. God eccording 0 the 
* e of his own conſcience, 8 | 


Mt. Eowanus bigs i 10 conceive e great hopes that 


G * young friend was deſigned by him, who is che giver of 


every good and perfect gift, for publi ic uſefulneſs i in the 


2 5 church; and accordingly adviſed him to emb! ace an op- | 
3 portunity that now offered, of putting humſelf under the 
care of Mr. Scorr, who Was at this time 'T utor of the 
: Academy at Heckmondwike, with a vi-w to his more im- 
= 3 _ mediate entrance upon the work of- the miniſtry, But 

} Mr. Beatſon, declining che propolal, was requelled by 
Mr. E Edwards, and the church under his care, to make 


5; ſome trial of his gifts among them, Norwithllauding his 


deter- 


noved 


dit | | ö | have ſome of the brighteſt ornaments of chriſtianity been 


tions Nv 


nds : 
their bim conſpicuous. The Independent Church at Clecks : 


ſon's I 


oon 


and 


per- 


the F believer” $ baptiſm by immerſion, he thought i it his duty . 


| natural dbbllity, be at length complied with their requeſt ; 
1 the 7 


and being univerſally approved, was encouraged to preach Z 


in the neighbourhood as occaſions offered. | In this way : 


called to a life of uſefulneſs 1 in this country; : and in this 
Os 1 way did the primitive churches of Chriſt deſignate their 1 
1 3 | OO brethren to labour | in the word and dottrine. . Or a SER 


Mr. Beatſon' 8 alews's as a preacher, and his Sell; in 


; . =” the 4551 cauſe i in which he had embarked, ſoon rendered 


. 


: ge being deſtitute of : a paſtor, invited him to preach | 
to them; and with that people he ſpent a year io their 


ol ſatisfaftion. But, from an attentive peruſal of che - 


| . New Teſtament, being convinced of the propriety of 


| Fully 1 to declare his mind on that ſubject; and after having | 


7 | informed his friends at Cleck- Heaton of his wiſh to unite 


himſelf to a people whoſe ſentiments were more congenial 


Voith his own, they parted, but x not without mutual allec-. | 


| tiom and eſteem, . 


In che alteration of bis n reſpeding baptiſi, | 


1 : : Hex he was in che miniſtry, Mr. Beatſon was not ſin- | 


ET gular, as it is well known that a majority of the baptiſt 


3 


| miniſters in this kingdom were educated i in pædobaptiſt 
80 principles; and many of them, like him, were in the mi- 
niſtry among the independents and other denominations, 
Previous to their becoming Baptiſts, He was publicly 


0 , . 1 er — — oy 
a — —— — — ” — 
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baptized at Bradford by Mr. Saab the Paſtor of % 
the Baptiſt Church at that place, on the 25th of Decem- 


| ber 1767, and continued in that neighbourhood preach- £1] 


ing occaſionally, until the cloſe of the following year, 1 


When he accepted of an invitation from the Baptiſt 


Church and congregation at Sutton i in Craven, and was | 
Oy. after unanimouſly, choſen to be. their Fahre . 


Oabin arion he e Lapig as an agtee- 5 


3 ment between a ſociety of chriſtians, and the perſon whom 
| they appoint iO be their miniſter, and therefore informed 8 
his brethren who were invited to be preſent when he was 


' publicly ſet apart to the paſtoral office, that as the people | 


were perfectly ſatisfied reſpecting his religious ſentiments, = 


he thought a formal confeſſion of his faith unneceſſary; 6 


and ſhould diſpenſe with the laying on of hands, as he did 


not believe it to be a poſitive inſtitute of the chriſtian Ho 
religion. He was ordained according to his « own views = 


of tat ſubject on the 10th of Auguſt 176g, 5 


"Hip labors in PA abſcare place were very 3 . 


F and a much larger congregation was ſpeedily colletted 
than could have been expetted in ſuch an unfavorable 
| fituation. But Mr. Beatſon's abilities were evidently 
calculated for 2 larger ſphere of ation, and he conſe- 
1 quently bad a variety of invitations from different parts = 
of the kingdom. | He remained, however, at Sutton for 


about two years, and then removed to Hr LL, where he 1 


if ſpent the remainder of his days. 5 


r.of © 
em- 


1C h- 


ear, 
dhe members withdrew to a new place of worſhip 1 which 

bad been erected for him i in Dagger. Lane. | > 
I remained were much divided i in their rel; gious principles. - 
5 Some of them were, in the popu! lar ſenſe of the term, 25 1] 

; Arminians; and others. were zealous advocates for the = 
; doctrines of Calviniſm, nor were they m much d {poſed to: = I 


ed, - | 


as 
33 mutual forbearance. 


3 peace and proſperity. 
5 become their miniſler 
was not diſcourag: d by the difficulties which he ſaw L 


before him. He was a Caivinilt ; 4 and his method of 


preaching, for ſome years after he came to Hurt, was 


. 
* 
= 


Fi ix * 


05 Mr. Beatſon- $ arrival at for; in ike: year 


56 „ he found the concerns of the church and congre- 
5 ation! in Salthouſe-Lane | in a very unpromiſing condi- 
tion. They had been under the difagreeable neceſſity. of 
diſmiſſing their former miniſter; and with him ſeveral of 


Thoſe who 


. 11 required no ell degree of prudence and fortitude - 
” 10 manage a ſociety i in ſuch circumſtances, | where di "Is | 
5 cordant opinions had weakened the bonds of union, and 4 | 
2 where 2 -party ſpirit was likely tO operate againſt future I | 
| But, as Mr. Beatſon did not 


virhout mature deli beration, ſo he 


more doctrinal than at a more advanted period « of his life, 


But hi 8 diſcourſes contained ſuch a rich variety of truth; 


A —his opiniqns were ſo ably ſupported by an appeal to 
ſcripture,—-and the whole of what he delivered had ſuch 
a practical tendency, that while, on the one hand, the 


moſt orthodox of his he carers were e perfedily ſatisfied 3 on 


PU Bee, Ps 


alſo became his ſteady friends. 


* 1 
the other, thoſe who were leſs ſyBematic, or ho favored | 
another ſyſtem of divinity, found ſo much to admire in his 
miniſlry, that they not only heard him with pleaſure, bur 
His labors in Hu LL. 
| were ſoon crowned with ſucceſs ;—his congregation. gra- 


S he was evidently 4 the work of a an Evangebll. 


In che year 1772, . attention at the chriftian | 


E world was particularly attrafted by ſeveral publications, 


* which were intended to overturn the doctrines of thẽe 


5 divinity and atonement of Feſus Chriſt ; 


defenders of theſe important truths appeared amongſt the 


various denominations of chriſtians in chis kingdom. 


Me, BrarsON was not an admirer of controverſial 
divinity, but conceiving the above-mentioned dottrines, 4 
to be eſſential to the exiſtence of chriſtianity, (after care- 1 | 
5 fully examining the arguments advanced on both ſides, 8 
od comparing them with the te ſiimony of ſacred ſcrip- | 
| the year 1773, a Coal oftavo 
alm under the 8 of 85 The divine character of ö 
'Q Ari conſidered and vindicated, in a feries of dialogues * 


ture) he publiſhed, 


on that intereſting and important Jubjea,” 
| well received, he publiſhed in the following year, a 


ſecond volume, in defence of the atonement, entitled, 1 
6 The divine fatisfaftion of Chriſt demonſtrated. » þ 
1 "Wy two volumes are generally allowed, by thoſe hs : : 
N have read them, to exhibit a fair view of that | contto- | 


= 
A 


and many able . 


43. aft 7 2 N p ws L 4 0 - Sed 2 "as 
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which being : 


Ine 


7 she 


Ip 


dually increaſed; che people of his care became more ; ip 


united; and in all his fludtes, preaching and . 3 


d [ ſverſy ; and they are written in a clear, conciſe and 
But their chief excellence conſiſts in a 
9 | ſhort and ſtriking illuſtration of the moſt remarkable. = 


is 
* 


nervous manner. 


| paſſages of ſcripture, which are uſually adveried to, both 
by Trinitarians and docinians, in ſupport of * their re- | 


3 1 ſy ſtems. N 


men in every poſſible di reftion. | 
; fidered as the parent of vice and miſery ; and therefore he 
5 rejoiced in every thing that had a tendency towards the = 


| ly near his heart, | | 


"Shouly iber, 4 e publiſhed * © Divine ie Philanthroyy 


I- —a a poetical elfay, 1 in blank. ve -rſe, full of the grateful re- 
7 llections of a pious | mind on the work of redemption. = 
But Mr. Beatſon was not born a Poet; and of this he "2 
ſeems afterwards to have been ſufficiently. ſenſible; for he 1 
never made a ſecond attempt at verſe of any kind. 
had, however, felt his ſubject E and its influence on his 


heart led him, not only as A miniſter of the golpel, but j 
aiſo as a me bet of civil ſociety, to ſeek the welfare of 


| general d. Fuſion of knowledge, W ith the & views, 1 1 
; with a laudable zeal, he engaged wich a few others 10 
1 : promote the eftabl! ſhment of the Hv LL Surscn 1yrION 1 
: \Linnany i in the year 17753 3 and was for many years, 
| preſident of the committee, appointed by the ſubſcribers, 
for the _inagement. of 1 the concerns of that excel! ent | 


1 inflicution, 


| Retictovs Leanne: was * a fubjeft that always 
Man he conſidered ; as v accoungable to 


lle 


PP ³·—Ü / 9 ponent == 


Ignorance, he con- 


N = r 


; ok 
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none but the rent governor of ihe univerſe i in | matters of 

conſcience. This principle he lamented to ſee negletted 5 
I or deſpiſed by a great part of mankind, while, under ber 4 
tence of doing God ſervice, it was openly violated by the 
unſcriptural impoſitions of uſurped authority; ; the 1 
natory clauſes of human creeds, and the bitter invettives | 3 


: of angry controverſialiſls. Convinced that an unte- 


5 ſtrained, impartial and conſlant examination of the word 
of God, was tle only an(idote againſt all theſe evils, | 
publiſhed, in the year 1779, the following treatiſe, wield- ; 
: ing the ſword of che ſpirit. againſt every ſpecies of i in- 
* tolerance, in defence of the inalienable rights and pri- 
veleges of che chriſtian.® 5 Beſides theſe, he publiſhed two 


3 ſingle ſermons—one i in 1778 on the 0 Duty and intereſt 4 


——__ — 


—_ * 


| 2 Iti is ; NOW | twenty years Ges the following Elly was 3 
firſt gebied. The ſentiments contained in it, were fre- 
quently and forcibly inſiſted on by the author in the courſe of 
his public labors ; and, it is hoped, the republication of them at 
| this time wall ferve, not only to perpetuate in the minds of 

thoſe who attended his miniſtry, and others who were ac- 1 
quainted with him, the remembrance of a man whom they 4 
reſpedted; but, to inſlill into the minds of che riſiag generation, 
_ thole principles, which will be found the beſt preſervative E 
againſt the two oppoſite, but equally dangerous extremes of 
Infidelity and Superſtition... It is lamentable to obſerve how | 


much me e right to freedom of i i in religious mutter, bas 


5 of men as members of civit Nee 8 and the other o on 1 the f 
Slave Tag in e | 


: 
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1 ken abuſed by be. 4 deridea wo others, | On the en 
it has been made uſe of to encourage a ſceptical diſregard to 
every thing contained i in revelation which is above the reach of . 
human reaſon; and, on the other, it has been repreſented as : 
dangerous to the intereſts of chiiſtianity, by thoſe who wiſh to 2] 
impoſe on mankind a ſuperſtitious regard to eſtabliſhed opinions. 
But that freedom of enquiry which is recommended in the fol. 
lowing pages, as the duty and pi ivilege of tvery chriſtian, * 
neither more nor leſs than ** 79 ſearch the feriptures and prove 1 


2 
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Mr. Bzarson comtinund, to labour as an adlive, 
Fealous miniſter of the goſpel, with increaſing reſpetlability | 


and uſefulneſs, until the year 1794, when, fr om a violent 


e complaint, which had been increafins for ſeveral 
> ears, and which had greatly injured his conſt, tution, he 
was u under the neceſſity. of declining his public ſervices, 
Upon the choice of a miniſter to ſucceed him, a diviſion | 
took place 1 in the church ; 4 and, as the chapel i in Saltſiollſe- . 
e Lane Was too ſmall to admit of any farther increaſe of 


the congregation, (though it had lately been cor nhderabl ly 
© $ tion, that a ſeparation would be the beſt meaſure 2— 


will to ſatisfy all, and to extend che knowledge and 
* influence of true e religion,” a Wich the le N Views a few of 


all things,” with a ſincere deſire to bold faft that ewhich 16 


good.” And, as the arguments which the author has made uſe 
of, are derived from the ſacred oracles; ſo, it is hoped, they will | / 


produce conviAion i in the minds of thoſe whe! are | hacer en- 
foros after nad. 8 


- 3 enlarged). it was thought by ſeveral, upon due delibera- | 


= 6 meaſure moſt likeh to promote peace and mutual good- 1 


— > 


— 


aſſiſted both ne with his friendly and judicious © 


ways greatly reſpected by that people, be was earneſtly 4 


—— tre A —— — * 


m_ gr 


3 tions in the following teims. \« We are avowedly of the 3 
= « denomination of Calviniſtic BarrisTͤ. But, as Men, and 0 
2 44 486 Chriſtians, we venerate the ſacred rights of private judg- 2 


——— —ñ— — 


xiv T- | 


2 che wendete Ander in Oftober 1794; ; at in the l. 


lowing year, erefted 2 new place of worſhip i in Groriel | buy 


1 Street. Mr. Beatſon till remained a member of the con 
church in Salthouſe-Lane ; and, though unable Aatedly pri 


to reſume his public labouts, preached occaſionally, and 22 


advice. FO oe . 


e the cloſe of his life, L Fuquent ly attended Jun 


. the evening-leftures i in George- Street ; and, as he was al- 


requeſted to attend the ordination of their proſent miniſter 


on the 7th of March, 1798. Though much de bilitat'd, fr 


5 be complied with their requeſt; and thoſe who \ were > he $40 
3 * On this occalliak they dechated their Views s and inten- 5 5 
N 


| « * ment: And, as Proteſtant Diſſenters, the chief distinction io 3 5 


& which we aſpire, is that of affording the utmoſt countenance | 


« to Fare Inqui RY,” This declaration drew upon them Za 

5 mauy unjuſt reflections, and produced unfounded ſal picions in 'Y « 

| fome weak minds, which continued ſor ſome time. But, as 

the ſentiments which they thus openly avowed, were no other 3 

chan thoſe which are fo ably vindicated in the following pages, 
| they have never ſeen reaſon to be aſhamed of them, being fully 


perſuaded that ſuch freedom of enquiry is not only perfectiy 4 


conſiſtent wich, but allo the beſt . of, eva rn m_ 3 


"EF 


nt on n that eden will long renamber he RAO at 
ng manner in which he delined the nature and 

.o utio of a chriſtian church, and defended thoſe 
principles. on which, as * Proteſtant Difſenter, he had 5 
adled for many years, This was the laſt time he over 
3 poke in public. In the following week his illneſs in- 
F reaſed fo rapidly as to confine him to his room, where he 
languiſhe d under che accumulated preflure « of his afliflions 3 
0 * che time of his diffolucion. _ = | 


Mr. Joun BzArso& was a man af fol 0 „ fi 
| unaffetted manners, and univerſal integrity: * valuable 
F friend, —2 pleaſing companion, and a uſeful member of 1] 

ſociety, His religious principles were the reſult of 8 
patient and impartial inveſtigation of the word of God z | 
: and, though. he was not without bis imper fections, bis 5 
- piety and benevolence correſponded | with the grand 
> deſigns of the goſpel of Chriſt. To che denomination of - 1 
1 chriſlians with which be had connedted himſelf, he was 
1 always warmly attached, and firm in the ſupport of their 
2 opimons, yet his candour extended to good men of every 


= — = — - " +: SY <> — — — — 4 
— — — es bo . 2 * 7 hy. he 1 bx. ek 8 


per ſuaſion. As a miniſter, his application was unwearied; 


W 


— 


anch his undeviating. attachment to the beſt intereſts of men 


32 
1 


1 endeared him to a numerous and reſpettable acquaintance, | 
In the choice of ſubjects for the pulpit, he was peculiarly ; 


m4: . — 
= RS 


q Z judicious ;—his methad of treating them was nervous, 
3 | ) ſeriptural and impreſlive,—and his labors, a9, the cloſe 1 
3 el h. 5 miniſtry, were crowned with ſaccels, 1 


. 3 | "45 his lai illneſs, 1 ſaw him wade,” 5 heard | 
* bim declare, that ihe dofirines of che golpel 1 were e his 2 


* 
5 ä — — ͥ —— — D— . 
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port: and conſolation' in he pangs of diſſolving nature, and : 
|| the proſpect of eternity. The laſt time I ſaw him, keff N 


took me by the hand and ſaid, “ You ſee here, only the J 5 


cc remains of John Beatſon. W th reſpett to the churches . 
* 0 « of Chriſt on earth, I can do nothing now but . 4 


3 and my beſt wiſhes are with you. I know in whom 1 1 5 
« have believed, and that he i is able to keep that which i 


Ul 66.7 have committed unto him. „lle would have repeated $ boy 


| E the remaining part of the pallage, but his ſtrength failed ; l 


him. On the day following, the 24th of April 1798, he 1 | 


ll. received his disaifhon from this vale of NES, | in che 5 5th 1 
=. yeur. of his age. 35 | 


tk remains were e at 1 Freten, agrecably to : 


| 55 own requeſt ; and bis funeral was attended by many of 3 - 
the members of both the baptiſt churches of Hurt, an id = 
1 ſeveral others by whom he was much reſpetied. Ilis 

| funeral ſermon was preached « on Lord' -day-evening, the 4 


| 5th of May 1798, at George-Street-Chapet, by the mini- 


|| fler of that place, to a very crouded audience, from 


—_ —— 


; ® Sam. 1138. *There i is a os on man n fallen 1 in : Lirael. . 


3% I OR . L ON. 
Bur, 10h bande, 1799. 


| Mr. Benſon was twice . "His fiſt =o $4 the | 4 
. 23 January 1774, in che thirty ſecond year of her age, by whom 
he had one daughter, who is ſtil! living. He left a widow and 7 
three more children; one of whom, his ouly lon—an amiable . 
= . died! in 1 laſt in the. 15th 25 of bis ge: + 
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PHOUGH the tle of this Lite piece 2s The & divine | 
right of a CHRISTIAN, the author would by no 
- means inſinuate, that men in general have not a right to | 
1 judge and act for chemſelves, in whatever relates to tbe 
affairs of reli gion. Quite the reverſe. For he is fully 
- perſuaded, that abſolute liberty in thoſe matters. is a 
right. eſſential to our nature as reaſonable creatures, ſubject 
to the univerſal Sovereign and Judge: a right! which every | 
individual holds, independently of all others ; and for the RB 
abuſe of which (ſo far as that abuſe is merely en 2 
is | accountable only to God. on | | 


But the reaſon why | the 1 Ade er bimſelt to. 
Chriſtians particularly, is, parily the inaitention which 
many of them diſcover towards the rule of their religion, 
and partly (what is indeed a conſequence of the former) 
their believing and prattiling ſeveral things on the autho- 


rity of others merely, which have not, even themſelves 


| being judges, the lealt foundation either in the writings of 
' Chriſt or of his apoſtles, Theſe things he has obſerved 


* with a CO niiderable degree both of aſtoniſhment and con- 


cern: he therefore thinks i it his duty to bear a teſtimony 


0 egainſl ſuch a procedure; ; though he has ſuſhcient reaſon 


'to believe, that no conſiderable alteration will be elfetted 


5 by any thing he can urge, lince writings of this kind are 
ut little read, and till lefs regarded, | | 


Ik, howev er, any thing contained! in the following pages, 
7 7% influencial over even a few ſo as to excite in "them a 


growing regaid to the ſcriptures, he ſhall think that a real 
ſervice is Love to the cauſe of Chiiſhanity ; and, in this 
view, it will give him conſiderable pleaſure, —Conſcious 
that the religion of Jet. in all: ts pals, wants nothing 3 10 
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= The PREFACE. 


e it but an honeſt, diſpaſſionatee enquiry into its 
nature, evidences, and rewards, he is deſirous to contribute 


what lies in his power, that its profeſſors may be acquainted 


with it in its native purity, And as he is clearly of opinion 
the greateſt mean to obtain ſuch an ac- _ 
quaintance, is to be converſant with the ſacred writings, 
eſpecially the New Teſtament; ſo to engage all the pro- 
feſſed diſciples of Jeſus, to draw their religion from that 
only genuine Os, 1s the motive | that induced him to " 


. that, of all others, 


| publiſh. this tract. 


Since, eee, it 1 be premature, wt even cuſs - 
pable, to enforce the exerciſe of a right, had not the right 
itſelf a real exiſtence; the author has produced the proof 
of its being actually contained in the great charter of the 

fimſelf the proof is 
clear and deciſive. Other arguments, he doubts not, and 
perhaps equally as ſtrong as any he has urged, may bedrawn | 
from the ſame ſource. But, ſince thole he has brought | 
Into view, appear to him entirely ſufficient for the pur- 
poſe, he was unwilling to protract the ſubject to a greater 
length; eſpecially as he is de ſirous it may be read by thoſe _ 
Chrillians, who have it not in their power to ld out much : 


| Chriſtian's privileges, and he flatters 


n in the purchaſe of books. 


Should any of his readers think that there are . r 
gireffions he has uſed which ſeem too ſtrong, and may be 
thought to militate againſt that due subordination which 
Political or Civil Society requices; he aſſures them Re- 
ligious liberty is the ſole objett he has in view: and ſhould © 
there be any ſentences in the following tract, where the 
Chriſtian's 69d is aſſerted, and the term religious i is not 

egs, Once for all, that th icy may be conſider- 


expreſſed, he 
ed as correſponding with the contents of the title page. 


OS is of little concern to 1 what 1 names Chrilians may | 
be called by, whether as terms of diltinttion, or names of 
reproach, ſince theſe make no alteration in the natur- of 
Chriſlianity. But he is concerned, nay even anxiouſly 4 
| Berg, that every Aileiple elend be able to give i i 
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ward reaſon both for what he believes and what 'M prafliſes, 
ice a deficiency in this, in his opinion, refletts diſgrace 
on the Chriſtian character. When a profeſſor of Chriſti- 
 anity, for example, isaſked Why he believes this doctrine, 
or praftiſes that duty, how low, how mean, how dulgrace- 
fu! is it for him to reply, It is contained in ſuch a con- 
ſeſſion, or it is believed and prattiſed by this or the HURT 
nan, who is eminent for his literature and piety ! But 
when he can ſay Thus Chriſt and his apoſtles have taught, 
and thus they have commanded, and therefore 1 ſo believe, 
and {fo practiſe, | it is at once — zul, and honour- 


"Thar every 5 one wks 4 names name of: Chritt. may 


f be thus inſtrutted, and furniſhed to every 7 yoo: work, i is 
the ſincere defire of = 


5 = the reader s well-wiſher 


JOHN 2 BEA TSOX. 


Hour, 


2 0 770. 


30 


3 we ENDS. 


— 2 * > 2 n 
8 1 a —— « * * 
ps; 5 L - Er PII I ore —ů— — — — * 4 
— —ͤ⅜ pI _ S 2 oy 4 7 2 8 * page; Os K * 
— b HEE _—— .- = ML 8 . 8 _ — — 1 — 4 2 
* 8 3 * Y 2 . 2 _ ö — — 
0 — * 1 * 1 & * — * Y — 


Fn 


ISI IIS: 
— 2 > 5 N 


25 
_— ST 


* 
** 


. | CHAPTER 1 TITS 
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— CHAP. 15. 1 


Argument to prove it. 5 EL 
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© men. 
„ 5 thority over the conſciences * others. 7 
5 85 : t the exerciſe of Free La rate 
TT the profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith. 


examined Freely and alled fir my. 5 


5 5 5 | Judgment Day. b 

. HE The Arguments funmed 9. 
„cn . 

| 5 | Motives to enforce the . f it. 5 


. The effet produced on the mind oy an n impar- * 


tial 9 after 0 Fes, 


3 . . "From the encouragement given UL his heli, — 4 


. 4 Da the exhortations of Scripture relating to 


15 6. . the ſolemn account to be given. at the 


| Seffion 1 1. The Allegiance due to Chriſt as King in Zion. 15 


| Sefton 1. . Chriſt's 5 prohibition of 115 la eile . 1 
. zelt e to the "IO © 


—_ 8 From: his e agent aſſuming « an au-. 


=: 3 Fron the commendations given of theſe who © 
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3 15 s | dee 1 to preſerve the purity of cui. 
5 ani, „ 
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It's tendency t to | make Us Jud u and 
" uſeful Chriſtians. . 
8 5. The deſign of Redemption. 


6. The Happineſs connected with ſuch condudl. 
„5 Ss CHAPTER IV. 9 5 
| Direflions reſpefling it. 
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Gy I” To feek divine direction and make the of uſe 
of. our underſtandings. „„ 5 
5 5 To reſt man with the revelation of Serie 


ture. . 
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| CHAPTER | 1 


[The Jatiredulicn ; in which the Vater of the right, 
; | and the Foundations it is built on, are briefly ſpecified. 


Y T. right which is «pleaded fork in the following pages, : 
-Y- conlifts in A man's determining for himſelf in all | 
matters of religion, by exercifing. tus own under ftanding 1 
= or, in other words, it is a 
right to embrace. profeſs, and defend. whatever he appre» KW 
ends to be religious truth or —— without difcourage- : 

t | ment or reſtraint from men = 
SGWruch is the nature of that right [ at 3 contend for; Mi 
und I cal! it divine, becauſe (as I hope fully to prove by = 
deciſive arguments) a Chriſtian 1 is inveſted with it by: ere 10 


on the Chriſtian ſcriptures: 


| deniials from heaven. 


- „„ this right, which is connjnty 1 all 3 the PA ; 4 
valuable and important, is built on the following flable i 


1 foundations: That religion, ſtrictly conſidered, 7s entirely 


a perſonal concern, and altogether foreign from the nature, | 
bODbjett, and uſe, of civil magiltracy:—T hat the Lord Jeſus þ 
_ Chriſt is the only ſovereign of conſcience; which authority [| 


he continues to exerciſe hzmfelf, and has not conſtituted 


any delegates: — That the facred jc riptures are a Perfect 


: rule in all religious concerns, con: aiming whatever js ne- 
celſſary for us, as Chi ft: aus, either to believe or prattiſe: 


and That every Chriſiton is. 7 may be, a competent judge 


f the various bran: hes of revealed truth, at leafl *jo for 
as relates to his everlaſting ſalvation. | 


Theſe foundations are firm as a rock, and can never be 
5 haken by all the artillery. either of FR or of hell, Here 
then the intelligent Chriſtian fixes his foot, and with the 


Eible in his hand (the giand repoſitory of his religion) 
repels the aſſaults of aſpiring men, whenever they attempes 
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to make 1 on him. | On this baſis he reti 
his ſuperſtructure; which, from the natute of the materials A 
of which it is compoſed, as well as the foundations on 

which it reſts, will bear the greateſt ſtorms that can be 
raiſed againſt it; and even appear in its higheſt magnift= | 
cence, when both the world and che works of 1 it are fallen 
to =: 
Meanwhile every yool. in man ; wilt furl Are; chat the 
7 joyful period may come, when all who love the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, ſhall be put into the full and un- 


_ diſturbed poſſeſſion of this moſt valuable of all their rights: 5 
when the ſpirit of impoſition ſhall retire from the world; - 
when, in a word, the ſcales ſhall fall from the eyes of ſuper- : 
ſtition, and perſecution drop her iron rod; ſo that every 
| Chriſtian ſhall have liberty to pay his devout acknowledg- _ 
ments to his Father, Redeemer, and Sandifer, according = 
- 10 the diftates of his own - without the leaſt re- 

A faint i in bis e gc | 


| CHAPTER I. oe 
| Arguments to prove the Chriſtian s right, 5 


dcn chen (as mentioned i in the preceding hae) ate 
the general grounds of the right I contend for; and L 

| e they will be found ſufficient to ſupport it. In 
order however to confirm ſo intereſling an object, and to 
evince tifat every Chriflian is actually inveſted with ſuch | 
a a right, I will adduce a few plain, familiar arguments, 
| drawn immediately from the original records of Chriſtian- 
ity; which conſequently, I ſhould imagine. wilt be of 
Y weight with all who regard thoſe records, and be almined | 


as deciſive and poſitive proof. 


It will be almoſt ſuperfluous. F: ppoſk de to fy has by 


| the original records of Chtiſlianity, I mean the New 
Ieſlament Particularly, --the only ſource whence all the 


priv: leges, as well as the duties, peculiar 10 a Chriſtian 


His diſciples from ſubmitting their conſcientes to the au 
 thority of men. Call no man your father upon. the 
6 earth; "for one is your FarTHtEtR who 1 1s in Neaven. 
255 Neither be ye called maſters: for one is your Masrkkz i 
even Chrift, ” (Nat, SING 9, 10.) 2 


BED Now our Lok docs not, certainly, forbid the al of 
thoſe appe llations, aide and maſter, to children and ſer- 
vants; fince fuch a prohibition would be directly ſubver- 

| five of. that obe dience and reverence which he elſewhere | 

inculcates, as being julily due from the le interiors to thoſe 
their ſuperiors. Me mult then look out for another 
ſenſe of the words: and I think the moſt bv! ious, the 

molt na! ural, and by conſeq tence the only genuine mean 
ing, is this: Beware that the ob-di-nce and reverence 

Which are due from you to your earthly parents and 

maſters in cv?! concerns, do not influence you to obey 

and reverence them as your guides and dictators in religi. 

045 matters: but in whatever relates to your conſcience. 


f and religion, ever remember that there is one, and only 
one, Supreme Authoruy, to which | you. ſhould manifeſt 


| religion, ſo far we detract from the authority of Chriſt ; 


13 F 


"ul be divine,” or hey will be blen falſely. "and N 
precar: oully. ellablihed. Up to this ſource then, which 
i lies open to all, I would intreat my readers to take the 
pains to go; and 1 flatter myſelf that by all who do this, 
the following arguments $ will be both underſtood and ap- 
| proved, | a oo ok SI 
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E gelt argument 1 ſhall make aſe 01. in 1 to 
ec ince the light Jhave ſpecified, my founded: on that 
plain declaration of Jeſus, whereby he exprefsly prob. bits 
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From this ſingle declaration then | it t evidemly appears, 
that ſo far as we obey the authority of men in matters of 


„ 


aud in reality, are proftituting our nobleſt powers, which | 


_ 


__— rb TO IS 


6109 


ought to ob yielded to Jie alone. For, it 1 ever re 


remembered, that Jeſus ſpoke this in direct oppolition 10 
the ed authority of the Jewiſh rabbies, u deciding 
queſtions of their law, ſo that he expic ſoly prohibus bis | 


Ss from ever obeying ſuch authority: 


„ indeed, in all matters of this kind, to any 
er, leſs than Meine: is abſolute flavery ; whereby the 


mind is fettered, and wholly de prived of 1t5 nobleft og 


And I may add, that, as there 1s no tyranny ſo odious to 
Sod as tyranny over che conſcience; ſo there is no ſlavery 
ſo i ignominous to man as a forced religion, or a worſhip i 
impoſed on him by the fear of outward inconveniences. 
Till therefore this requiſition of your Divine Maſter, Y 


Chriſtians, be ſuperſeded, —till_ it be made appear that 


there is ſame: other lawgiver to the Chiiſtian chu ch be— 


ſides the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, your right to judge on what-⸗ 
ever 1s propoled to vou by fallible men. and to act con- 
formably to the dictates of e will remain e 1 


nable againſt ey ery aſſailant. 


Jo advance a flep further in \ this argument : : Does n not * 
2 this declaration of Chriſt plainly imply, that the right of | 
liberty in matters of conſcience, ought io be conſidered "I 
abſolutely unalienable? ONE is your Maſter. The # 
plain meaning of which is, My diſciples ſha have no | 


other maſter but Me, nor ſubmit their. conſciences to any 


authority but Mine os” Being My ſecvants, My will, 
and not another's, ought to be conſi:ered by them as the | 
rule of their av fake : nor can any of them preſcribe 9 


either the faith or duty of Os without TORO: an 
unlaw ful dominion. | 


| Equally impoſhble buds) it is, in this: as in any | 
5 oder inflance, to ferve 1wo maſters whole commands are. 
oppoſite ; an both of whom expett a prompt compliance | 
with what they enjoin. Whenever then the voice of | 


human authority requures ſubjettion to 11s decrees, the 


Chriſtian ſhould never forget, that a voice far more autho- 


ritative than boy. buman. OG, calls for his lubmiſhon to 


F.-Y 


Ss a ſuperior and contrary mandate. Moy even ſuppoſing 
the voice of human authority ſhould coincide with the 


that can be made, as in fact it rarely takes place) yet in 
that caſe, though the man who implicitly obeyed it would. 
indeed profeſs what is right, he certainly would do what 
18 palpably wrong, and be highly criminal in the fight of 
| Cod. The reaſon of this is obvious: ſuch a procedure 
is to exalt human authority into the place of divine, and 
declaring, in fact, that man ought to be obeyed rather 
than God. Whereas, Ons 2s our Father who is in 
heaven: who bas an unalienable right to our entire obe- 

dience, which we cannot deprive. him of, without robbing 5 

- him of his juſt dominion. | | 


| teen. the rights which the powers of this world may jultly Þ 
' claim, and the rights which peculiarly belong to God; 
 fince a clear diſtinction may certa! nly be made. Civil 

magiſtrates, by virtue of their office, are entitl-d both to 
our regard and our tribute, as far as they are the miniſters. 
of God for good, and the neceſſary expences of government 
require, Let theſe then be cheerfully and honourably 
| given them. But, at the ſame time, ever remember that 
the rights of God are ſacred and inviolable; 3 and that he, 


are invaded by any of the powers of this world, te ſoluiely 
and perſeveringly oppoſe ſuch invaders; and never under 
any pretence yield that ſubmiſhon to men, which you 
believe is the unalicnable property of God. Thus while 


| the other, you render to Goa the 1 that are God's. - 


—̃ 


| Na Fefus Chrift has abſolutely diſcharged all Hig 
= diſciples, and e His 3 from Een. 
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alone, is the Lord of conſcience, whoſe allegiance he 
claims as peculiarly his own. M henever then thoſe rights. 


on the one hand you cheerfully. render to Caſar the 
things which are Cafar' s, be no leſs ſolicitous that, on 


82 hs argument to prove the Chriſtian 8 d 
to freedom ot enquiry, I would obſerve, That the 
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an authority over the Tas of men, or even ihe 


fainteſt ſhadow of it. Others, ſays he, * love the upper- _ 
6 moſt rooms at feaſts, and to be called of men RaBBl, 
«KRazyi,” (Matt. xxiii. 6, 7.) They are fond of preced- 
ence, and pride themſelves on their rank, or their airy 
titles of honour; in conſequence of which they are ſo 
arrogant as to expe an implicit ſubmiſſion to their de- 
cCiſions, and a prompt obedience to their mandates. Being 
vain enough to imagine themſelves quali Hed as directors 
: Of. conſcience, they ſet themſelves up for infallible guides, 5 
and would make cheir determinations an univ erſal land- 5 
ard. . 8 


But, he «dds; 46 not YE es Rabbi. Atte he YE 


g von, will be ready 


pe 
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| calted- Mafeers + never alſect thoſe flattering titles from 
* men, much leſs a{lume ſo extravagant an authority ; : and - - 
even if they ſhould at any time be reſpectfully given you, 5 
valuc not yourſ-lves on them, any further than as the. 
| appellations of an honourable office, which it is your 
duty, and ought to be. your aim, to fill with credit to 
vourſelves and "adv antage io thoſe among whom you la- 
bour. But, then, never aſſume from thoſe titles a power 
of enlleving the conſciences of men, nor ever dictate to | 
your fellow Chriſtians witha tone of magiſterial authority. | 
On the contrary, He that is greateſt among you, fall be | 
E your fer vant : ſo far from alſuming or excrcifing a lordly | 
dominion, or being ambitious to rule and oppreſs, the 
man who is truly the greateſt amon -Þ 
| = wait on the rel}. with all the condeſcenſion and aſſidu- 
ity of a ſervant. He will labour to enlighten, convince, | 
85 perſuade) you, by modeſtly producing the moſt forcible | _ 
arguments, patiently unfolding the difficulties that occur, N 
and laying every thihg as much as pollible open to your | 
view, (o that you may be enabled to Judge and act for | 
_ yourſelves, and be ready always to give an anſwer to | 
Fo every man that cen, You. a z reaſon of the hope t er 175 
in Jon 
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mate wiſdom, and ſhew the author of them to be perfectly 
5 acquainted with human nature, For the love of power is 
one of thoſe depray ed principles, which operates ltongly 
an the human breaſt. Accordingly, aſpiring men in all 
Ages, who have not been able to raiſe themſelves to the 

ſeat of tewporal dominion, and yet feclung this ee 


to acquire a ſpirtinal juriſdiction over the conſciences of 
their brethren; and in many caſes they have been by far 
"oo ſucceſsful, Aut by ſuch a p. ocedute they evidently. 

- ſhew, that they have imbibed a portion at leaſt of the 
| ſpirit of Antichriſt, wholc character is delineated by the 


8 85 that he 1s God. (2 The fl. li. A.) For, I need not he- 
ſitate to affirm, that what power dr ers Papal or Protelt- 
ant (if ſuch a power deſerve the name of Proteſtant) 
allumes an authority over conſcience, and would impoſe 
- Its deciſions as the rule of faith or worthip, is undoubtedl 
an uſurper of Divine honours, | and as buch, bears the 
lineaments of the man of fin. © | 3 


1 the faireſt claim to ſuch an authority, plainly declared 
that they had no dominion over the faith of Chriſtians, 
but were helpers of their joy, (2 Cor. i. 24.) When 
indeed they diſplayed their divine credentials,--when the 
lame walked, the blind ſaw, the dead returned: to life, and 
the laws of: nature were ſuſpended, --the dottrine they 
tauglit, ſupported by ſuch facts, as it laid a ſolid founda- 


tion for the faith of men, lo it certainly claimet{ an 


to every man himſelf, as the reſult of his perfonal c con- 
: viction. | 5 7 | | 


, rity in religious matters, their claim is no leſs than an 
uſurpation of the divine prerogative, and conſequently 
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operate powerfuily in their hearts, have uled every effort 
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apollle, as ſitting in the temple of God, fhewing himfelf 
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The apoſtles themſelves, who of all biber had ſurely 
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abſolute regard, But, after all, they leſt the final dec ſion 


Whonoves: then a 1 or a number of perſons, of 
what. deſcription. or character ſoever, claims an authos 


myſt be : highly criminal in the 8 of God. Such a 
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far 


perſon, e or collection of perſons, i is guiliy e dieß breach 
of Chriſt's command; and therefore to enter a proteſt 
againſt ſo criminal a procedure, is juſtifiable and honour- | 


able both before God and men. If then all human pre- 


| e to a juriſdiction over conſcience be abſolutely 
E forbidden,--if the great Head of the church have pohitively 
_ diſc harged | his ſubjects from preferring any claims of fo im- 


perious a nature, the right of tree enquiry follows of courſe, 


as the duty and privilege of every Chriftian.—Should any 
till think, that the obedience to Magiſtrates which the 
ſeripiute enjoins, is incompatible with free enquiry, or an 
open profeſſion, eſpcially when reſtraining laws afe e- 
atdted ;--I would wiſh ſuch perſons. to conſider, that the 
ſubje ction to the higher powers which the New Teſlament F 
inculcates on Chriſt ans, relates only to civil, and not at 
all to religious matters. The reaſon of this: is no leſs | 
obvious than important: the magiſtrate, at the firſt prop- 
| agaltion of Chriſtianity, and for ſome centuries after- 


wards, was every where Pagan; by conſequence, had 


his editts reſpetting religion been obeyed, the goſpel could | 
neither have been. preached nor profeſſed, but muſt have 
been ſtifled in its very birth. The truth is, neither our | 
Lord nor the apoſlies ever gave themſelves, or exhorted go 
others to give, any obedience to earthly powers in the 
affairs of religion: but, on the contrary, taught them | 
to renounce and diſavow it; and in this reſpect to be .Þ 
obedient to God and not to men. | 


To what has been obſerved, reſpediing the criminality 


| of pr: ſcribing to the eonſciences of others, as it is a2 

manifeſt invaſion of Chriſt's prerogative, a and robbing * 
him of one of his brightef] jewels; 1 may add, that it is 

no leſs iniquitous in another view. For, is not ſuch a 
procedure a plain declaration, that he: is not wife enough | 
to direct the conſciences of his own diſciples, in all things | 
neceſſary for them to he acquainted with? Does not this 
fpirit of impofition clearly indicate. that the rule which | 
he has left us is, in ſome reſpetts at leaſt, defedtive; and 


that thole defects are to o be e ww the 46s or wiſdom : 


* po things : hola at that which 18 good. 85 Thefl. V. 21) 
hgBeloved, believe not eve 7 ſpiri, but Try the. ſpirits . 
1 . whether they are of God; b:cauſe many {alſ- prophets. 
Aare gone out into the world; (1 John iv. 1.) If there 
come any to you, and bring not the DOCTRINE OF 


1 85 that is not of God. heareth not Us. And Wilt. equal 


miracles they wivught were inconteſtibte moos of this, 


: af fack perform, "he; call themſe ves "bis te a | 
followers ? How ha! eful then muſt an. intolerant ſpirit 
appear in the eye of ow D:vine Redeemc * What fincere. = 
lover of the truth can forbear wiſh. ing, That the Lord - 
| would give commandment concerning ſuch a Ipirit, that 
. no more of: ite name be 1 and that he would make. ; 
its . for. it 2s vile! Soars l. «14+ 1 


E Tu 1 again, i in \ all ideiß writings, „give its mn - 
. charge to the perſons they addreſs, t0 examine 
. what 1s propo 01 to them with the greateſt free dom. Their 
language accordingly. is to this ettett.. TO. Proves Hs b 
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5 * Cuk ls Pi: receive N N into your houſe, neither bid 
N him Go SPEED.” ( (2 John 10.) „ 
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Now, What i is th- bak on which thoſs exhortations, 
and ſev _ others of a ſimilar i import. are founded? Is it 
not evidently the right that every. Chriſtian has to judge 
for himſelf, of the truth or fallity of the vactous dottrines 
that may be propoſed to him by his fellow-me1 u? Do 
they not at firſt ſight plainly ſuggeſt this 1dea tothe mind? 
The fact appears to me to be this: the apoſtles could ſay 


£ with propriety, both of themſelves and their dottrine, 
WM are of God ; he that knoweth God, heareth us; he 
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| propriety they could add. Hereby know woe the Spirit of 
truth, and the ſhirit of error, (: Joh. iv. 6.) The 
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2 1 
and conſequently claimed an implicit {ubjection o their 5 


; _ dottrin:'s. 55 


But ſurely none in RED day, 1 in | the beicks of | 
arroguneys. can n adopt the 1 255 $ language, and allirm, Þ 


** 16 15 


Thoſe wha 40 not hear us are not of God, but are under 
the influence of an erroneous ſpirit! III Tees” it become 
fallible men, worſe {till does it become Proteſtants, and 


worll of all Proteſtant Difl- mers, who are every day 
with apollolic authority. If, indee d, ſuch d dictwiors 


the dead to life, it muſt be owned they would then have. 


ment, according 0 the conviction produced 1 in h1 is m ind. 


an may and ought toaſk ſuch impoſers, By what Oy 
do you this? and Who gave you that authority ? He may 


' —— PHE ene ern Hae OE err er Or re EN ELSE ; 
rr rn CC Or Gee rr ͤwI CE I IE 66 - ; x ' : : 


1 do not receive them on your authority, who 80 onl 


ing from Him, and bearing the ſanction of his authority. 


impoſitions; nor can they reply to him in a way of © 


would it have been for thoſe infallible writers to have 
| exhorted their readers to try the ſpirits ;--vain to have 


ſacrificing to religious liberty, to aſſume a dictator'al air 
in matters of reiigion, as though | they were Joy ed 


could open the eyes of the blind; Has by a word the 
emaciated paralytic to his wonted {lren; ath, or call back 


credentials. ſufficient to ſupport them: . yet even in that 
caſe, the apolties, as has been obſerved, did not exc:cife | 
| ſuch an authority, but left every one to . his own j: udg- | 


"Tal: however: ſuch 0 ane 8 'be produced, the Sein 


uninſpired fallible men; the authority of Chriſt alone is 
of weight with me, and 1 receive the doctrine as proceed= | 


Thus may the Chriſtian argue againſt all impoſers and. 5 


and ought to reaſon with ſuch perſons 1n ſome ſuch man- = 
ner as the following: The pure apoſtolic doctrine is faith- | 
fully recorded in the New Teſlament, to which I think it 
my duty implicitly to aſſent, and to reeeive with cordial _ 
affection. But before J can yield ſuch an aſſent, or ma- 
nifeſt fuch an affe ction, to the dottrines you propoſe, L 
maſt firſt try them by chat infallible ſtandard; and it, n 
that trial, 1 find them genuine, they. ſhall at once meet 

with my moſt cordial approbation. Yet even in this caſe, 


poſiiton, except they directly oppole the apoliles, Wan 


| told them to prove all things, if both ſpirits and dectiines 
| were not to be rejected, on cheir manifel dilegreement ; 


wx 


with the Chriſtian records, Theſe apoſtolic charges then 
are a deciſive proof, both that the perſons addreſſed had Ml 
a right of judging, and that it was their indiſpenſible duty 
to make uſe of Þ 111... bona 


at right. 6: 


The claim indeed which many plead for, to make 


confeſſions of faith and require ſubſcriptions to them, 
ſeems to indicate as if the New Teſtament were wholly 
| loft, and the doftrines of it no way recoverable, except 
by ſcraps of tradition, or mutilated citations In ſome old 
books, which thoſe impoſers alone can have acceſs to. 
Scarcely the leaſt room is left to ſuppoſe, that the written 
_ goſpel, exhibiting the very doftrine of Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, is ſtill in being; much lefs that it is in a condition 

to be conſulted by every man, who wiſhes to obtain in- 
formation for himſelf, While, on the contrary, the fact 
is, that every Chriſtian has, or may have, the rule of his 
faith and duty in his own poſſeſſion; and as we have 

ſeen, is under the ſtritteſt obligation to ſearch it, and to 
follow whatever he finds there, at the hazard of all that 
©" dent te kim in the Word. 


Ig his then being the true ſtate of the caſe, . the apoſtles 
having given it in charge to all the profeſſed diſciples of 
| Chriſt, to examine with freedom whatever is propoſed to 

| them as religious truth, or duty, and every Chriſtian 
baving an infallible landard of this in his own poſſeſſion; 
_ ſurely thoſe perſons who claim a blind ſubmiſſion from 
the people in ſuch circumſtances, muſt have imbibed a 
cConſiderable portion of the ſpirit of Antichriſt; and thoſe 
' Chriſtians who ſubmit to the claim, or even acknowledge 
it, muſt both violate the rule of their duty and af preju- | 
' _dicially to their beſt intereſts, Ihe man who is truly I 
acquainted with the goſpel, and attnated by the genuine 


ſpirit of it, if he ſuſtain the character of a teacher, will if; 


not only allow, but enceurage, nay even urge his hearers Ws 

to prove all things and to try the ſpirits: and if he be in 
a private ſtation, he will examine with care, judge with WS 
Candour, and determine at all events to hold faſt what is 


689 


redtly good. 'As fach a perſon wiſhes not to | diate 10 
others, ſo neither will he ſubmit to be enſlaved by any. 
Nor can ſuch a procedure be juſtly liable to cenſure, but 
rather is deſerving of praiſe, as highly: me ritorious in its 
on nature; ſince it is the natural reſult of a proper 
attention to thole apoſtolic ramon; eee e 


HAN additional argument, moreover, to evince the 
| right am pleading for, may be deduced ee 


thoſe exhortations of ſcripture that relate to the pro 


felhon of the Chriſtian faith.--Of this kind the following 3 

way be conſidered as a ſpecimen : * Earneſtly Ne 
Tees for the faith which was once delivered to the ſaints. | 

| * 11 Jude g.) Sraxvp rast in one ſpirit—sTRIvINe | : 


ö 


* TOCETH)R for the 1 FAITH of. the goſpel, (Phil, „ 7 


„ 27.) STAND FAST in the FAITH, quit you like men, _ 


be ſtrong. "On: Cor. XV1 i. 19) 


5 mult be abvicus to every intelligent! 3 that . 


A term faith 1 in thoſe ſeveral paſſages, means the pure } : 
doctrines of the goſpel, including what ever relates to“ 


Chriſtian wolſh p, as oppoſed to error of every kind. . 
Now this faith is a ſacred depoſit, which the Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt hath committed to His ſervants, requiring them to 
keep, profeſs. and adorn it, even at the expence of their | 
property and their lives. 111 18 plainly their duty there- 1 

fore, to exert themſelves with courage in ſo important a 
cauſe; to do what lies in their power in order to ſtem the 
torrent of infidelity and error ; and, at all events to pre- 1 
ſerve the truth in its genuine purity, and to eee =. . 


doticines among their fellow- men. 


If then a Chriſtian ought to contend " 4s faith, 5 . 
ftand faſt in it, ſurely he muſt judge for himſelf what N 
that faith is, left he contend for a ſhadow and loſe the“ 
ſubſlance, Can i be thought that Chriſlians will arrange“ 
themſelves under the banner of Chriſt, to fight the gon 1 


fight, and keep the faith, unleſs they be acquainted wich 
che object they contend for? And bow muſt {uch a 


1 90 part! war {ocieties of Chriſtians, congre gated according 4 N 
10 Chriſt's appointment. they evidently imply, not only 
the right of free enquiry, but alſo of ſocial worſhi} p, pub- WW 
lic e e and, in ſhort, a right to take ev ery method 

which ſuch ſocieties may judge the moll eligible, for the 

extending of that bing dom w hien 1s not of this world, 5 

Not the leaſt intimation is giwen that thoſe ſocieties | may 
reli nquiſu their profeliion, | or avllain from the duties 
fre qu fed of them, ecauſe they are Cow ned on by their 3 
Civil governors. Oy the contrary, they are: xhorted not 1 
to be terrified by their ad: erfavies, but rather todifcover I 
_ a ſtrength and foretude of mind equal to the conflict in I 
which the ey are engaged: to quit theme 4 es ike men of I 
invincible refoll tion, undligy ed by the: menaces of their a 
 moſ} inveterate fo-s. 1 TY 1 


larly 3 in its tendency to rcttify thei! r notions of this matter, 


0 J- 


5 Know ledge be bite ? Muſt bs derivet it from human | 
- fo mulailes, or implicitly cont nd for the creeds of others? 

Were this incumbent on them, their caſe would b- truly 
paitiable. But the truth is, no ſuch requiſition | is made 
in any part of the ſacred writings: nor can that chapter, 
8 verſe, or line, be produced, which contains the ſhadow 
of any ſuch thi ing. Clearly. then 15 the Chriſtian's right 
to a free enquiry eftabitſhed, from this ſingle confidera- F.; 
tion; and it will, 1 flioutd- imagine, appear. reaſonable F 
| to all, That if a C briſtian muſl ſtand fall in the fatth, he 
1 mull, © oe v oufly exami: ie the ſeveral erticles of which it 15 


Þ 9 s, As s he preceding bert ic 170 A 


„ pe Tons indeed there are, w who ROE the 1 1 ; 


= ration and good ſenle to admit the. prot fe{ſors of 1 5 hriſti- 15 
. any to think for themſelves 11 religious, ma! ters, and WR 
even to profeſs (in a eier manner) that mode of |% 
75 relig on which their conſciences the belt approve of; but 1 


oo 


5 then here they to p. They have not the ge nerofity to 4 [ 
admit of a fair and: open 1 al to the world, left proſe- Il 


lytes ſhould be made, and the obnoxious ſe&t increaſ:d, | 
But m ight it not be of real uſe to ſuc! perſons, Ppaiticu- 3 


5 Wt ata 


were they to Gelder That the bell 3 and pro- 
teſſors of the goſpel never thought themſelves under 
obligation to conſult any earthly ſuperior, relative to what 
they ſhould preach, believe, profeſs, or prattife ; but, in 
all theſe reſpects, were Roy W * a much en | 
authority 7 ” 


When John the Baptif, for 3 the declared BR 
fore-runner of Chriſt, entered on his miniſtry, he began 
in the wilderneſs of Jadea; and the ſubſtance of his em- 
baſſy to the people was, Repent ye : for the kingdom of | 
heaven is at hand, The character of this celebrated Re= | 
former too, was perfectly adapted to the nature of his 
miniſtry, Bold, open, zealous, ſevere, he proclaimed * 
wherever he came, that Now the ax is laid to the root 
7 the trees ; and added, Every tree therefore which | 
ringeth. not forth good fruit 2s hewn down, and caſt | 
into the fire, Great, accordingly, was the effect of his | 
preaching: for we are told that there went ou? to him | 
1 and all Judea, and all the region round about | 
Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confefſing | 
their fins, (Matt, in. 1—11) Soon after, Jeſus himſelf, | 
as the great prophet of his Church, opened is commiſſion; N 
and exhorted men to repent and believe the goſpel — | 
| Afterwards, when he had called his e Rig a * 
ſome meaſure qualified them for fo i important a work, he || - 
commanded them to go to the loft fheep of the houſe of | 
Ifrael, and to preach that the W 3 of heaven was A 
at hand, (Matt. x. 1. &c.) 6 


Now it is remarkable, and I POS greatly i in 3 3 
of the cauſe 1 am pleading, that neither John, nor Chriſt, | 
nor the apoſtles, ever preſented any petition either to tbe | 
Roman eee the e Sanhedrim, in order to“ 
| obtain leave to publiſh thoſe important docttines with | 
which they were intruſted, and to ere that new kingdom 
of which they were profeſledly ſent to be the founders. 
1 his procedure, in my view, amounts to a demonſtration, | 
that they had not even the moſt diſtant idea of the religion | 


ibey taught nerfering with | the — or e any . 


a) 


cution of ſo 1 important a plan ?P—Or, on the other hand, 


had they been in reality, what they were falſ-ly repre- 
ſented to be, pefiilent perſons, and movers of fedutton, 1 
would they not hae taken ſimilar meaſures wich other | 
ſeditious perſons, in order to acquire the object they aimed 
at? Would they not have fought with the /word literally, | 

as Jeſus intimated to Pilate his fervants would have done, py 
e bad his kingdom been, like other kingdoms, of this world? bY 


: But, as they neither conſulted with any earthly gov er- 
4 nours relative to the embaſly i in which they were engaged, 
nor ever attempted to enforce what they delivered by any 
| _ worldly methods, may I not appeal to the breaſt of every 
huoneſt man, Whether ſuch a procedure be not a demon- 
| H{lrative proof, that thoſe primitive founders of Chriſliani- 
ty, conſidered it as the perſonal concern of each individual, 
and that there was no occaſion to adviſe with any earthly : 
ſuperior with reſpett either to the propagation or the 
| reception of it? Ihe account we have of their procedure 
is plainly this: that it was their conſtant pratiice to preach. 
| the goſpel to all perſons promiſcuouſly, wherever they 
came; and almoſt all the buſineſs they had with magif- 
| trates, ſeems to have been on occaſion of their being. 
| brought before the Civil tribunal, on il-founded and ma- 
= hieious charges being lodged againſt them. 5 


| Beſides, it will 1 think give additional Sl to 165 ; 


argument, if we take into the account the nature of thoſe 


]  Inflruftions which Chriſt gave his apoſlics, when he firſt 
ſent them to publiſh the glad tidings of ſalvation; together 
' with their punctuality in the obſervance of thoſe inſtruc- 


tions,—Frankly he warned them of the hardſhips, dangers, 


and ſufferings, of various kinds, to which they would be jj} 
| expoſed in the « courſe of their miniflry, Behold, I fend | 


enden i in the 1 nature of Political ſociety, or that ths =. 
magilirate, as ſuch, had any thing 10 do with it. For, | 
had they entertained the leaſt notion with regard to ſuch 
an interference, would they not have applied to the Civil it 
powers, or the Eccleſiaſtic, or both, relative to the exe- lt 
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| were it in their power, flee to another, But, at all evenis, 
| they were to perüſt in delivering. their embaſly, N00 | 
fearing them who kull the body, but are not able to kill 


| every prudent method of diffeminating them n among thoſe | 


M 22) 


ou perth as SHEEP in the midſt of x WOLVES: be * 


| 755 wife as ferpents, and harmleſs as doveg. Tho: i | 

| they were ſent as the meſſengers of peace and the friends 

| of mankind,--though their office was of the moſt bene o- 
| lent nature, and their meſſage worthy of the 15 0 cordial 


acceptance, he nevertheleſs Informed them, that in co: 


fequence of the depraved diſpoſitions and Pain . 
pallions of men, they ſhould be expoſed to the moſt: 


inhuman ſeveritics, and become the objet is of moi! al. : 
ane : TBE ENT | 


But were they to ) ceaſe from: W w BK on this ; AC * 


count p By no means, IT he only Ii berty they had 1 in 5 


4 


caſe was, 23 they were perlecuted i 27 one city, the) might, 


the ſoul: but rather Searing Him who 1 2s able to deftro * 8 


both ſoul and body in hell. (Mair. X. 16. 29) 


Now. theſe infliuftions: were not more explicaly given. 5 


than they were unctually obſerved. A caſe in point 
(which I ſhall 1 10 

the example of Peter and John, When theſe two diet 2 
ples were commanded by the Jewiſh rulers not to Jprak * 


at all, nor teach in the name of Jeſus, as they regaided 4 


their ſafety Or even their lives : What did they 4 mn ch. * 
occaſion? Were they reſtrained or intimidated by thoſe | 


menaces? Direttlv the reverſe. Animat.d by undaunt'd | | 
fortuude, and a ful! pei ſuaſion both of the equity and! n 


portance of the cauſe they were engaged | in, they imme» 
diately anſw ered, Whether it be right in the fight of God, 
to hearken to you more than to Cod, judge ye. (Acis IV. 
19) An appeal which will cqually lc e a Proteſtant in a 
Popiſh country, or a Diller nies of any kind 1 in a Taler | 
one. 5 5 885 „ 


From liek 6 th Thad; not Netten 0 1 2 t. . 


"IM every diſcip e ot Jeſus has a right, not only to profife 1 


his religious opinions in his own way, but alto to tate 


et out of a large number) we have | in - 


honoar. 


extends further flill : 
Contend for the faith which was once delivered to the 
83 Jaints, they muſt, of courſe, according to their ability, : 
Point out all the deviations from the true relig! on, and 
all the various corruptions of it which. they perceive in 


(9). 


£ he is near with, as far as he has ability . oppor- 4H 
tunity, how oppoſite ſoever they may be to the /ngher Bt 
| Powers in. the place of his reſidence, or how much ſoever 6 
uch a condutt od 0 him to the Aiſplenlurs of men 
in. general. | 


The true gebiete of See accordingly; have 


in every age been engaged in this arduous conteſt, and 


numbers of them have acquitted themſelves with ſingular F 
Not all the Hattering baits that have been laid 


in their way, nor the iron hand of perſecution ſtretehed 


out againfl them, could either diaw them aſide from the 


5 oy of truth, or prevent their public profeſſion of it. — 


This contention for the faith, too, further implies that 
dhe profeſſors of Chriſlianity have a right to expoſe the BN 


religion, as well as to expatiate on 
exccllencies of their own. Nay it 


for, if che diſcip! es of Chriſt muſt 


_ abſurdities of fol 


the evidences an 


the world; otherwiſe How ſhall it be kept in its primitive 
purity? Indeed for a man to defend himſelf, and to at- 

tack his adverſary, are in many Caſes the ſame thing, fince 
frequently the one cannot be done without the other; 


BY and I am clearly of opinion that this, occafionally at leaſt, 
is the duty of a Chriſtian, and eſſential to his charafter 
E: a a ſoldier of Chriſt. ET e 


5 ' NOTHER x argument I 1 1 make uſe of on thi 


4 occaſion, is drawn from the A= commendations 


CY 


385 "hat are fo frequently given to thoſe perſons, who have 


| examined with freedom and acted 107 17/1 firmneſs. wwT he 


Bereans, on this Very Aacce unt, have their character tranſ- 


mitted to poſterity with honour, as a noble, ingenuous, 
r liberal- minded people, who neither received any thing 
lieidy. nor rejected it pertinaeiouliy. 
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the feridiures hails; fays the divine hiſtorian, whether * 


# wo things were ſo, (Atts xvii, 1012). 


Wich what peculiar complaceney too, the great Head 5 0. 
: of the church regards particular churches, and particular | 
perſons, for their love to the truth, and their ſteady pro- 
feſſion of it, is ſufficiently manifeſt from the letters ad- 
| dreſſed to the once flouriſhing, but now deſolated churches | 
| of Afia, Thus He addrefſ's the church in Epheſus: / | 
know thy works, and thy labour. and thy patience, and 1 
how thou canſt not bear them that are evil; and thou haſt | 
| TRIED them who ſay they are apoſtles, and are not; and | 
haſt found them liars. In ſimilar terms alſo, he ſpeaks | 


to the church i in Vergamos; I know thy works, and where | 


| thou dwelleſt, even where Satan's ſeat is: and thou 5 
| HOLDEST FAST My Name, and haſt xoT DENIED my OS. 
| faith, even in thoſe days wherein Antipas was my faith- | 


ful martyr, who was flain . Jou, where Satan T 
duelletſi. (Rev. ii. 2— 13) 1 85 5 5 


Who can read with attention dal 1 of our * 
N and not feel the weight of them in the cauſe Iam | 
| leading? Theſe churches are evidently commended, | 
| 9 commended, for their cloſe examination of we 


dodtrines pr _—_ to them, and their rejection of thoſe | 5 


that appeare 


to be ſpurious. They are commended n 


for a practice correſpondent to the above, in rejectingg 
the perſons who propagated the doftrines, as well as the | 
doftrines thoſe perſons propagated. Had theſe two church- | 
es been equally careful in after ages, to guard themſelves | 
againſt the venom which falſe teachers and falſe profeſſors | 
diffuſed among them, ny. 1 not have died of a be = 


gering diſeaſe, 


Every Chriſtian tbe lebe has a Aube 1 
whh prudence and meekneſs to attempt the reformation | 
of that church of which he is a member, in all thoſe | 
inflances wherein he apprehends a reform is neceſſary; | 
and if ſuch a reform cannot be obtained, -if the church, | 
. his modeſt remonfirances,- continue to 


profeſs what he apprehends to be erroncous dottrines, | 


. formed from the only au thentic ſtandard 8 


5 


or to prattice avindicuced Tites,--0n every principle of : 
reaſon and ſcripture he will ſtand jullihed both in the 


| fight of God and of men, in ſeparating from ſuch a church 


and joining a purer one: or, if that cannot be effected, 10 
in attempting the erection of a new one, where ſcriptural K 
do citrines may be openly profeſſed, and ſcriptural worſhip 
openly celebrated, None, | hope, will conſtrue this af- 
ſertion, as though it were deſigned to countenance a proud, 
pragmatical, turbulent party-man, who would diſturb the 
peace of a church by his own lordly impoſitions, and aſ- 
fume an authority which by no means belongs to him. So 


far from pleading the cauſe of ſuch perſons, 1 deem them 


| to be heretics, in the ſcripture ſenſe of that word, and as [i 
| ſuch to be firſt plainly admoniſhed, and if they peri ſiſt in Þ 
their conduct, totally rejected. The cauſe I plead is. the 

right of the model, peaceable , Conſcientious Chriſtian, 

who differs from others in (what he eſteems at leaſt) mat- 
ters of importance, openly to profeſs his religion in his 


own way, according to the judgment that he himſelf has 


; Now his ob; J abiok; is Haig deducible fan os 


before-mentioned -premiſes. For, if thoſe perſons who 
rejected the falſe apoſtles and their dottrine, be commended. 


3 for their practice ;--if thoſe who held faſt the docttine of 


_ Chrifl, notwithſtanding the violent attempts to wreſt it 


7 5 from them, be approved of God; it will inevitably follow, | 
that they had a right to engage in ſuch a procedure, One 


would think it matter of ailoniſhment indeed, that ever a 


Det of the oppoſition abates the ſurprize, | We may however 15 
affrm. that there is a ſtrange inconſiſtency in ſich an 
oppolition, as the Reformation itſelf, with all its glorious} 

couſequences, can be vindicated only by arguments like 


Protelladt ſhould oppoſe this principle, ſince it is the only 
baſis on which Proteftanti{m {tands But the frequency | 


have a lawful power to reſtrain the propagation of truth ö 
Fl 


| 


ne 


or of ſuppoſed truth, in mat 2 purely religious, then al} 


bh 
I ; A 
— # 4 


- þ of 


* 


: 
N o 


1 


| reformation is canals at an end. Fe would” tnleed; te N 


there is an eflabliſhed religion, there will always be found 


| oppokition to them would be highly criminal, 


in reaſon nor in ſcripture, in argument or in utility. 


ever to be fleadily oppoſed. Every Proteſtant. particu- 


abſolutely unjuflifiable; ſince in every country where £ 


a ſet of men who claim an authority to ſupport it; by = 
conſequence, if their power be derived from God. ifthey | 
can produce divine credentials for ſo high a N * . 


But the right of a man, or of any body of men, 101 2s 

| whac deſcription ſoever, to judge for others in matters of | 
religion, is, like the divine right of kings, which was | 
formerly talked of, only a chimera; itis founded neither 


Wherever therefore a juriſdiction of this kind is claimed ” 7 1 - 
or ex-rcaiſed, it is a manifeſt uſurpation, and as ſuch ought 1 


Jarly, who has a b proper reg regard for the religion he profeſſes, 5 | 


ſhould take a 


ſhould h diſavow all juriſdiction over conſcience, 


ecided part in ſuch an oppoſition : he #7 | 


| by whatever power it may be aſſumed; and abſtain from 
every compliance with the requiſitions of men, which |} 
may be conſttued as an ee of the Juſtice of - . 


the claim, = 


| The major part rn indeed, wanting time, 8 5 
tion, or ability, ſeldom examine into the nature of ſuch _ 
things, but draw a concluſion principally, if not wholly, Sa 


an unſucceſsful one a Rebellion, and 5 engaged 
in it treated as traitors to their king an 


denominated a Reformation, an unſucceſsful one a Her- 


with all the wantonneſs of inquiſuorial barbarity. 
But, I preſume, it is neither the ſucceſs, nor the 


either the one or the other, independent of all events. 
or ſurely i it is not che cenſure which 9 Gon Ba 3 


from the event. Hence. as a ſucceſsful attempt to main-4 
tain the liberty of a people, has been termed a Revolution, 


country; ſo a 
ſucceſsful. OP] poſition toan over-bearing hierarchy has been ts 


eſy, and the perſons concerned in it puniſhed as No, 3 


want of ſucceſs, in any ſuch attempt. that ſhould induce MT, 
us to detrominate it right or wrong; ſince it certainly 1 66 


'4- 27 ) 

— lers, een or cecleſaalie. may 620 on any lnndable attempt, 
that can make the attempt itſelf leſs glorious, Hence the 
lovers of civil liberty, in all ages, have unanimouſly ap- 
planded thoſe who have run the grea:elt r:{ks in order to 
maintain it 3 ; and the name of a Ruflel, or a Sidney, in 
dor own country particularly, will be held in high eſtima- 
tion ſo long as a \park of liberty is found to exiſt. Hence 
10 the lovers of religious liberty, have equally revered 
the memory of thole who have ir mly lupported the righis 
| of confſcience; and the name of a Wick. fie, ora « Huls, | 
bs will be had 1 in n everlaſting honour. e 


586 IE only other: argument 4 wall a&i on + (his occa- | 
41 ſon, is the ſolemn account every Chriſtian muſt I 

5 5 esel, give, at the judgment of the great day —A "il 
5 2275 a 1 le mn period is fixed, by the unalterable counſels 15 
ol heav en, in which God will judge the world in righte- 
 onſneſs, by that Man whom he bath ordained, The Lord ny 

| Jeſus Chrif} 1s inveſted with this h gh authori! 'y of exe- 


cuting judgment, becauſe he became obedient unto death. f 
. Acco:dingly we. are expreſſly and repeatedly informed I 
in ſacred writ. that we mul. all. appear before the judg- $a 

Þ ment ſeat of Carift, that every one may receive the things 144 


| done in his body, according to that he hath Ls WRechey uy 
Z 55 be good ra, „ „ 


5 be Rule of judgment, v we are INES infeand by 
| al be, not the laws of any of the Potentates or Powers {41 
ol this world, but the laws of him who is King of kings, | 
and Lord of lords, Not that we are to imagine the rule 
Vill be exactly the ſame to all : this will by nom ans be 
the caſe, Heathens, Jews, and Chriſtians, will ſeverally | 84 
be judged. according to the different intimat.ons which | * 
God has given them of his nature and his will, Every | i 
one, in ſhort, that ever did, or ever ſhall inhabit this 4 
globe, as a e agent. 1 Adam its firſt inhabitant, 1 
don to thoſe thai ſhall be found alive at the ſecond a 
Ls pearance of Chriſt, will be judged according to the eh 
5 Wat God bas s afforded him t to d KNOW his Bal 


(=) 


11 Cod will judge the world. by a he FRI mentioned 55 
* rule, and not by any human law whatever, then it follows |} 
as a neceſſary conſequence, that every law made by the - | 
powers of this world, Which is contrary to the law of | 


| God, is iniquitous in the firſt inſtance, and a ſervile com- 


pliance with 1t 1s at the riſk of our final co: ademnation. 1 
'ere a Chriſtian who is an Engliſhman, for inſtance. to 


be. judged hereafter by the eccichallical laws of Eng and, 


then it would undoubtedly be both his duty and his inte fol | 


to manifeſt a cheerful lubmiſnon to thoſe laus, and to 


make them the rule of his temper and condutt. But if, 5 
when ſuch a perſon cloſes the preſent ſcene of life, he can 

derive no further privileges from the laws of England - 
if in the future world theſe laws be wholly diſregarded, „ 
and ſomething elſe be ſubllituted as the rule of judgment, iS pe 
then ſurely ſuch laws can never be the rule of his A 


here, but he mull have a right to regulate his conduct by 


a. ſuperior law, even though it ſhould be in dirc ct contta- . 


diction to theſe. The plain truth indeed is, that the 


earthly power who preſcribes laws for. the direction of *-.. 8 
conſcience, and the man who obeys ſuch laws, both do i it no 
| on WY, of the divine diſpleaſure, „ | 


| Every Chriſtian then, whether he YO: in { England; = 7 
| Pcs: or Spain,--in Europe, Aſia, Afica, or America, 

| will be finally acquitted or condemned by the laws con- | 
| tained in the New Teſtament only, ſince theſe are the | 
| zntimations of the will. of God to him 3 in particular, Maw 4 
| the ſubſlance of the Chriſtian law is this: If thou fhalt |} 
con fis with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and flalt believe 
in thy heart that God hath raiſed him from the dead, | 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. For with the heart man believet ß 3 
| unto 11g hteoufneſs, and with the mouth confeſſ.on is made 
unto ſalvation. (Rom. x. - 10. 15 This (onfeſſion win 
| the mouth undoubtedly includes in it the whole of a 

| Chriflian's obedience, and is as eſſentially neceſſary io 
the enjoyment of ſalvation as believing with the art.. 
For, unleſs ſuch a profe ſhon of Chriſtianity be maintained, 


a ſecret convittion of ts truth Woue der increaſe o our 5 


. 1 


condemnation. The Anal ants >Nce . "wt hs founded = 


on compliance or non: compliance with che above requiſt- 


* . as 1S > clear r from PIG nt paſſages of the Chriilian = 


„ one; 3 0 it is one 3 ea wo no profeſſed 4 


of Chriſt {ſhould ever loſe light of, Tj A0 ver, ſays the 5 


Sovereign Lord of conſcience and of life, . ſhall Contess 
| me beforemen, him will {coxress alfo before my Father 
| who 4s 2n heaven, But whoſoever ſhall DNV me before | 
men, him will J. alſo DENY. Before my Father who wm | 
| heaven, (Matt, x. 32—33) 8 7 Cn 
No the man who fincevly balleves this declaration = 
1 of Jeſus, will ſurely ache re 10 his cauſe, manifell a regard 
to his worſhip, and walk in the preſcribed path of duty, 
though ſuch a procedure. be attended with the greate{t 


| woully diſadvantages. Such a perſon will ofien have 


66 ery, 3 the world can inflict. when compared with 


that everlaſling infamy and miſery, Which ſhafl here- 
& after be inflicted on thoſe who te linquiſh their profeſhon 
through the menaces of men !” Animated by ſuch 
conſiderations, the ſincere diſciple of Jeſus takes up his 


| ; | croſs, and follows s his Divine Maſter in the path of duty, 


at the hazard of all that 1 is dear to him 1 mn the world. 


II ſuch as theſe then be the requiſit ons of the Chrift- : 


Aan Ter muſt not every ſubject of his have a r: ght 
to obſerve them? And if every Chriſtian be perſonally 
concerned in thele requiſitions, --i{ his eternal happineſs 


or miſe ry epend on his obſcrvarce or non-Obſe rvance of | 
them, who ongh! to judge of the nature and. extent of 142 


them but himſe (alone? Surely it muſt appear Obvious 


10 all, that it no earthly power whatever can acquit me 


in the great day of accounts,--if the plea of paſſive obe- 


3 dience d to ſuch a power, be eee. at {this grand de- 


. 5 reflections like theſe: . W hai are all the profits, the 

„e pleaſures, and the bonours which men can beſtow, when 1 
compared with the glory, the honour, and the immor- 
tal happineſs which the Lord will confer on all his 
« ſervants ! And what is all the pain, vexation and miſ- 
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= ciſion, then” no eh power Sight to rellrain-1 me in any 5 
part of my conduct here, Which has a fol: reſpett tothe |Þ_ 
future world. Could it indeed be made appear, that the 
injunctions of earthly powers, even if attended with pains 
and p: nalties, would be admithible at the great tribunal as 

a ſufficient reaſon why the Chriftian ſhould refrain from | 
ſome branches of his duty, then. I allow, the interference | 


of thoſe powers in religious matters might he admitted. 


But, if we have not the ſeaſt ſhadow of realon to luppoſe, : ww 
that any plea. of this kind will be at all available; —if 
- Nebuchada-zzar's command. to the three Hebrew yo uths, | 
though enforced with the threatnming of immediate dea h, 13 
wou d not have excu pated them from the fin of idolatry, * 
in paying homage to his golden god, then certainly every. | 
Chiiſtian mull have the right of felf- direction, i in whatever |. 
relates to his conſcience and rel! gion; 3 and it will be on on 
peril of the divine e if he ever uy up the ex- 7 


-erciſe of the Tight. 


$7 7 N the whole, then, if See be allowed: to 5 8 
termine for us in this important affair (and . 
judge will a Proteſtant appeal to but ſcripture) the caſe ! 
think is clearly decided. bor, if Chriftians be commanded | 
to call no man Maſter on earth, if the Lord Jeſus": 
Chriſt have abſolutely diſcharged all his diſciples from | 
ever aſſuming an authority over conſcience. i the apoſ= | 
tles give ut in charge to the perſons they _— 66 
tree. 

dom, — / every Cxriſtian muſt contend for the fait. and 

ftand faſt in it,—if thoſe are highly commended who 


examine what ts propoſed to them with the great 


have examined with rerdom and acted with firmnefs, — 


be under the reſtraint of any. 


. al every Chr 


„ ET I os r 


and if, finally, every Chiriſtian muſt give a perſonal ace | 
count of his atiions at the judgment of the great day, he |} 
muſt have the liberty of 1c1t- durecuon, nor ought he 10 . 


Nothiog, in my apprehenſivn n, can 4 more > dvident; 5: 
jan has a right inveſted in him by 
Penne Marty; to ſearch the e ſcriptures and determine 


or all the human formularies on earth. 
right which he cannot transfer. either to any church, or 


Il . of Chriſtian men, 


men wiſe to ſalvation. 


- . 1 
1 himſelf; 304 i if 5 lind of cats; to di ent from: any 


any particular perſon, becauſe it is his indiſpenſible du 
to exerciſe it perſonally for himſelf, To which I add, 


earthly power whatever, without manifeſt injuſtice. 1 


© the arguments adduced on this ſubject have any weight | 
| - 7 in them, then all intolerance in religious matters, -evefy : 
1 attempt to force the conſciences of men. flands in direct 
| oppolition to the primary principles of Chriſtianity, and 
in deſiance of the woll e e of its Divine 


5 Founder. e 


1 patrons of Hina 1 may TR? produce. 
: their canons, and traditions, and legends, 1 in order to give 
| Airength and plauſibility to their cauſe; but all theſe will 
'} vaniſh. like the morning cloud before the ſun, when con- 
| fronted by the original records of the rights and privileges 
Away then with all decrees and deter- 
minations of councils and ſynods,—away with all the con- 
and declarations of men; and let 
every Chriſtian embrace and defend on! ly that moſt valu- | 
able form of ſound words contained in the ſcriptures, which 
Vas indited by the Holy Spirit himſelf, and is able to make 
F- This will give due honour to tbe 
| facred writings, and is making that uſe of them for which 
they were originally in' ended : whereas, by a contrary | 
| Ridden fe their glory is eclipſed, and 1 in a great meaſure 


agreements, 


 feſſhions, 


idden from the ey es of men. e 


This, too, 1x 15 


ü , that this liberty which is inveſted in the diſciples of Jeſus, = 
| by credentials of indiſputable authority, can never be 
| taken from them, or even fo much as abridged, by any 
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| CHAPTER III. 


| Wotives to ee the Exerciſe of the Chr 405 of 
| Right, Sc. 7 5 


JERMIT me now, "Chrillians, to urge ſome iet, Þ 
| —+ with a view to enforce the Exerciſe of a right, fo - 
Kraly inveſted i in vo by ſcripture : authority, . om 


. has appeared ſurprizing to me, that a gh fo valu- I» 
DT die and important in itſelf, and ſo advantageous and | - 
honourable in its conſequences, ſhould be ſo little ef- 
|  teemed, and ſo faintly excrciſed, by the generality of | 
| - Chriſtian profeſſors. But, when 1 conſider the indolence 
of ſome, the rooted prejudices of others, and the love of | 
eeaſe and reputation which more or leſs is natural to . 

my ſurprize at their condutt in a 
Still however ſome intereſling queſtions may be aſked, | 
which I think deſerve to be ſeriouſly attended to. Ought = 3 
| thoſe things to be ſo? Should not a Chriſtian, at -all--- : 
events, both examine with attention the rule of his reli- I 
gion, and conform himſelf to it in every particular? Does“ 
it become a ſubjett of Chriſt's s kingdom, on any conſide- 4 
ration whatever, to bow his conſcience to human author- | 
ty? If I am not greatly miſtaken, theſe queſtions carry | 
a deciſive anſwer along with them: ſuch perſons, however, | 
who think otherwiſe as to this, will do well to conſider OO 
| 1 the Wa hints. . : ” 


8 


. 96 NONSIDER he bel. of all, ebe the cath * | 
. allegiance you have taken to Chriſt, as the only 5 © 
. ſupreme Head and King in ſpiritual matters, does not 4 
lay you under the firongeſt obligations, to enter your J 
protell againſt every uſurper? Should any foreign prince, 


8 


for inſtance, preſcribe laws to you; and require obedi-nce ff 
| to his injunctions, you would, Ii imagine, think the allegi- 
| ance you owe to his preſent Majeſty King George III, 
| a ſufficient reaſon to enter a LS ui againſt ſuch laws, and 


great meaſure abates. * 


wean men )))) 86 
Milore forcible fill ſhould this motive be, with all 
| thoſe who, in the moft unequivocal manner have teſtified | 
| theirlovalty to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by being volunta- #% 
_ ily baptized in his name, For the primary deſign of 

| that evangelic rite, as appears from the view which the 
New Teſtament gives of it, is, An explicit and perſonal _ 

flubjection to the authority of Chriſt, as the only Redeemer f 
and King of his church. Every baptized Chriſtian there- 


008" 7 


tio refuſe obedience to ſuch injunttions, Infinitely greater 
| reaſon affuredly there is, why you ſhoujd rejett a foreign Þ 
power in ſpiritual matters than in temporal; ſince the 
| obligations you are under to the Prince of life, riſe ini? 
| nitely higher than thoſe you are under to any earthly ſov- 
ereign, even though he were the Father of his 
MW hoever 1s a Chriſtian in reality, has made an unreſerved 
| _ ſurrender of himſelf to Chriſt, 10 be at his diſpoſal and to | g 
| do his will. Such a perſon, to ſpeak in prophetic lan- 
gage, has ſuvſcrived with hig hand to the Lord, and 
Ju orn to the Lord of hoſts. (Iſaiah. xliv. 5. and xix. 
18.) The anſwer therefore that may be given by the 
| Chriſtian to every religious impoſer, is no leſs obvious 
than forcible : © My allegiance to another, and a much 
- 


* higher power, in all the allairs of conſcience, abſolutely 
6 


eople. 


S forbids my ſubjection to you; and 1 appeal to your 
don breaft, whether I ought not to obey God rather 


fore, in conſe quence of his own voluntary en gagements, | 
15 under peculiar obligations to regard ſolely the authority 


of his alcended Lord, and reſolutely to diſclaim every 
2 other juriſdiction. The Corinthian, converts accordingly, 
When rent into parties by. heit attachment to different 
teachers, had a {harp reproof given them 1n this queſtion, 
Were ye baptized in the name of Paul? A plain intima— 
tion, or rather a cogent argument, that they ought not to. 
bave bren influenced by any authority beſides His, who 
is the only Lawygiver in the Chriſtian church. If we have 
been baptized into His Name, certainly His laws, and 
1 
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* not thoſe 0. any er teacher lin faith, 100 4 not a 'F 


| articles of any ſociety. ;—His anthority, and not the af-. 
| ſumed power of any man or body of men, ſhould ever r be 
e by us as binding on conſcience. „ 


If then Chriſtians ye have put on Chriſt in haps 8 | 


| if ye have, as it were, ſworn allegiance to him as your | 


only Lawgiver,--if, in a word, ye i; SH publickly profeſ-.. | 


| fed yourſelves to be his loyal ſubje&s, ought ye not io 
| enter your proteſt. againſt all pretenders, and renounce |} : 
their claims as unjuſtly. founded ? What! can anv bapti-- | 


| ecd Chriſtian own another maller beſides Him whoſe name 


he wears! Can he be ſubj-& to another king beſides the | 
| King of ſaints, the Lord of glory! Let him rather at | 
once renounce the Chriſtian name, *and-: relinquiſh. his |. 
| Chriſtian profe ſon, ſince he acts in a manner ſo highly |. 
| inconſiſtent with them, and. we Ins. religion under to 7 


e a diſgrace ! py 


Diſloyalty to a wiſe, virtuous, on a prince, 


. has ſomething in its nature peculiarly odious; and the 


greater the bleſſings. are which we enjoy from his. ſceptre, 1 
the ſtronger muſt our obligations be to reverence and eſ- 


| tecm him. If this be true. with reſp« ct to an earthly | 
gor enor,—if an oppoſition to a prince poſleſſed of thoſe |} 


amiable and princely qualities he branded with infamy, | 
and held in deteſtation by the wiſeſt and beſt of mankind; _ 
what ſhall be ſaid e thoſs who are diſloyal to the PRIX GE 
OF PEACE, who ſet up another authority in oppoſition | 
to H1s. or who. yield ſubjection to a different ſceptre ? 
Such a dup licity, or rather criminality. of condutt, in 


any of the profe {led ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom, which | 
is governed in wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and mercy, muſt | 

aſſuredly be deſerving of a ſevere animadverſion. Gan 
it be thought that the Great Emanuel, who is ſo infinite = 3 
ly deſerving of our higheſt regard, wal paſs over with im 


punity ſo ungrate ful and perfidious a procedure! Will he 
not rather ay. Thoſe mine enemies who would not that || 
1 jhould = over them, r e and ee them. | 

ere: . 


I to te. 
2 % Ka y it We re to prove, 


- -yilely bows himſelf to the will of another 5 
ſo pa pable that he will not emb race,. 


(ws) 


8 Should. not theſe EO UT Os Wes 8 all 115 
diſciples of 


that would tend to engage them in an oppolition to his 
| kingdom f 
very, and brought to enjoy ſo benin an adminiſtration, 


ought ye not, Chriſlians, io fland fall in the liberty he 


hath inveſted you with, and r. lolately maintain it dagaialt 
every oppo ry . 1 


The fa lutary nfluenc e fuck an enquiry wil ſave 


© on the mind, by producing r and cheriſing a cordial love = 


truth, on. account of urs native. intrinſic beauty. — 


10 true re Iron. 
For, in pro por tion as we bow to the authority of men, 
3h auy affairs of this- k! nd; 
_ influence over us: we become blind to-her brightell char- 


© atters,” and. are 7 10 be =y into ihe mo! abſurd 
lupe Hitior 8. | Fea . 5 = 


When: once we ee ſign POR es to OR: giikdaves of 
| human authority, and give up che free exerciſe of our 


15 5 own un id tand 0 ings in reli gtous concerns, We may readily, 
and 5 rhaps atmolt inſc nfibly, be led to comply with ihe 
greatell cortuptions of religion. 


| alk. V hat Wil. 
bat errors 
5 or what ſaperit tion 
Þ to grols that he will not hive in the o! blervance 6 Such 
a cenduct is undoubtediy the bane of eve ry v 11t10Us prin- 
ciple. and ſubverſive of that love of the truth. which 


= diſcriminates the Chriſtian from other men, It. is, in 
elect, a renunciation of the religion of Chrift, and ſeems 
wholly | \ncompatible. with genuine Chriſtianity. For he 


only can wi h any. degree of propricty be called a Chrift- 
1 ian, who derives his rehgion from what Chrif bas taught; 


# eſus to maintain inviolably their allegiance 
do him. and to hold 1 in diſdain every infidions propoſal, 


Delivered by his hand from the tetters of fla- 


NO THE R motive 5 wo antd: urge on ibis occaſion, i is, 


= that ſubmittiyg to the deciſions of 
hu maß a! nhority in matters of faith, is always prejudicial. | 
and ſometimes totally {ubverlive. of it. 


truth loſes her charms and her 


| iluftrative of this [ may 
that man ra fuſe 10 engage in. who ſor= 
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and fo far only a as he does this, | can | that appellation 0 
aper belong to . 


If however we ſpeak in the ſofteſt Leis, and allow N 
| ſack: a procedure to be compatible with Chritlianity. fil -J- 


we mull affirm, That where the authority of Chriſl is de- 


| parted from in any inftance, in that reſpect at leaſt, ſuch _ 


| perſons ate not Chtiſtians, but ought to be diſtinguiſhed by 


ſome other name. They may be Calviniſts, they may OS: 


Lutherans, they may be members of the Church: of-Eng- | 


land, or of any other chuich ; but in that particular they T0 


1 certainly do not att conformably to the precepts of Chriſl- 


 1anity, Beſides, ſuch a conduct fiifles that high regard || 
forthe truth which ought ever to charaQeriſe the diſciples _ 
of Chriſt : it draws a veil over her brighteſt charms, ane 
tends 10 extinguiſh an attachment io her; an attachment 
which, wherever it exiſls, 1s at once both the RON Ton 


| and he evidence of the Chriſt an charatter. 5 


Every attentive reader of the New Teflament will -- 135 
eaſily recollett, what a great fireſs 1 is laid, in various parts |} 


of that lacred book. on. paving a proper regard to the 


truth. Thoſe, for inflance, who are choſen io ſalvation, | 
are appointed to obtain that important object, through 5 
tie belief of the truth,— All who are born of God, are 
begotten with the word of truth, and have the truth” : 


dwell: ing in them : nor can any men, with the leaſt ſhadow 


of evidence from ſcripture, lay a claim to ſo hi gh a rela- 4 
tion, but thoſe who know and love the truth. Beſides, |} 


divine truth 1 15 powerfully influential on the Chriſtian's 


progreſs in the ſpiritual life, and will greatly accelerate 5 
that progre ls, when properiy underſtood, received, and 
obey<d.. Thoſe 1deed and thole only, who are properly | 


| acquainted with divine truth. wake any prohciency in true 
ſanctiſication. as 1s ct ar from that tinvle. petiiion of our 
Lord's. Santthfy them through thy truth, 15 word i 16 

truth. (John xvii. 17.) 


Whatever therefore has a e to char "ER hone, 5 
. muſt be an object of conſiderable importance; and as ſuch, 


ought diigendy 4 to be 15 by every Chriſtian, Now 


007 


it is not, x head” any difficult matter to \ evince, that 
above all other things, a tice, diligent, and unbialled en- 
1 quity has ſuch a tendency, and will actually terminate in 


the attainment of ſo defirable an obj: ct 


| truth; 


80 great indeed and real are che beuuties of 


Ep her, as CVE: y way worthy of our of gbe it regard, 


3 Beſides, this nt! macy (if 1 may ſo expres 111 9 9 
T divine truth, like other connections with the wiſe and the 
virtuous, will naturally mould the wind! into a relemblance 


of cou ſe, be daily | 


of her; 0 chat its regard for her, will, 


increasing Lo which I may add, that; piety, charity, in- 


tegrity, bumiluy, with all the bright train of Chriſtian. 
graces, will voluntarily aſſociate themſelves with {0 amiabie 
98 an objekt, and own her as their genurhe, illuſtrious parent, £ 


The man who forms his notions, and regulates his con- 
| Aukt by the Chriſtian code, will be taught to exerciſe for- 
bcarance, meeknels, gentleneſs, and univerſal benevolence. _ 
And though he may "think. it his duiy, according to the 


ability which God hach given him, to contend even 


__ earneſlly. for che purity of the goſpel faith and worſhip, 


yet ſuch a contention, conducted in the exerciſe of thoſe 


amiable diſpoſition, will always tend both to the diſ- 
covety of truth ard ihe increale of love. 
throw light on every object eit relates to, whereb | 
beauty and mportance of ſuch objects will be een, aud 


2 tae he art more powerfully. att acted towards them, 


1+ then, Chriſtians, the condutt | am enforcing will be 


8 = e of ſuch ſalutary conſequences, ought it not to 
e an objett you ſhould never loſe fight of? Nay ought 


it, not to be attended i tO with — greatelt aſiduii ? Search ! 


| F reedom of 
- ENc quirys unfetterted by a proſtituted conic.ence, and un- 
checked by the appr henhon of conſequences, as the hiſ- _ 
tory of all ages proves, will produce To natural ollspring, | 
and truth has charms. that require o o be ſeen 
- and} KNOW 5 in order to recommend, her to the acceptance "I 
„ Of ls: | 
- divine. truth, that the more cloſely ſhe 1s examine d, the 

more cle uly will thoſe beauties appear; by confequence 
the more powe; fully will the heart be aitratied wwards 1 
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It will tend to 
the 
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f the ſcriptures chetefore, as the 1 miner n 7 
for the ore, and doubt not of being amply compenſated for | 

your pains. Buy the truth. in this manner, and fell it 
not but rather let the men of this world know, thai there 

are ſome oe which cannot be obtained for 1 Eney's 


© Sud an ene enquiry aller religious ruth, as 1 . 
= am now reco mmending, together with an open and | 

| Ready profeſſion of it, will lik wile have a tendency to | 
i prevent the erection of an ecclefraftical tyranny, — to pre- 
| ſerve Cliriſtianity in its native purity. —and conſequintly | 
to promote { the . and 1 of Jeng nd 288 


= rations. 


| Every one w hs." is tine] in Church 1 mat 285 
| Fa ob. reed, t that from che time when Chriſtianity | be- 
came a national eſtabliſhment, and ecclefiaſticat affairs | - 

| were connetted with civil, under the auſpices and bi the J 
direction of Conſlautine. a tyianny has been erected over | 

| the conſciences of men. Still. more evident is it, to what | 
a height this ure muy was Carried, by the alliduiy : Frand, - Þ 
and power, of the Roman Pontifſs ; 5 o that i in ſome ages 1 


its claims were fo ds itant, and ſo evidently 1:com=- 


patible with the effential. rights and liberties of mankind, 
as to enatt chat no man might even o much as buy ud f 

Jell, unleſs in all religious concerns,” as well as civil, be 
yielded implicit ilubmilſion t to human amkority.. . (Rev. 1 


4 


di 1. 


"ar I-ogth, "however; this deſ otic 1 in "the By 


* wantopne Fa NE power. b came ſo exceedingly oP pre! bf 


an EXECUtt d its edicts en fo crueia manner, that the yoke 
could no jonger be patiently borne, The foundation of |} 
church authoruy was carefuily inv! ſtigated. by ſome whoſe 
minds were roufed from their etha vy, and t was found 
to conhill wholly of ſand. Boldiy therefor: was it at- 
tacked, and the enormous fabric, almoſt in an inſtant, tot- 
tered on its baſe; nor could us total deſtrucion have been | 
prevented, had not the civil powers been called in, and 
2 exerted themlclves Recnuoully 1 in its defence, | Now 1 1 1s 
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. well known, from: lone” experience, that the ll 87 af 


princes, or atts of parliament, ſeconded by a mil: itary 


force, have a much greater and more c- rtat! „ effect on men, 
than the Chriſtian weapons of realen and argument; con- 


5 ſequ: -ntly the attack was not attended with all thai ſucceſs, 


OT. he Reformation was indeed Alten dec wich many very H 
| Intereſt ng and important advantages, tho? not with all 


that were either wiſhed or expected. Human authority 


| which its friends and abettors had ardentiy wiſh-d for; : 
Some of the outworks however were carried, and have to 
this day been poſſe led by the aſſailants. But. here. alas, 
the matter ended! Thoſe Champions in the cauſe of kb. 0 
1 could not, or at leaſt did not, make that uſe of their = 
victory which might reaſonably have been expetted. Too _ 
eceaſily were they prevailed on to crect other fabricks, in 
| many reſpetts reſembling that they bad flormed, which“ 
after a time became almoſt as formidable | to e as that 
. had formerly been to them. „„ | 
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| fill, armed wich the ſanftion of law, and attended with if 
- worldly emoluments, by its threatnings. or aflurements, 1 
induces numbers to bow the knee; and ſo long as thoſe 
85 penalties and emoluments are held out to men, many will = 
continue to be influenced by them. This pernicious prin- 
ciple of judging for other men, and domineering over _ 

| their conſciences, in whatever way it be maintained, has 

always been, is now, and ever will be, the gr: ateſt ob- 
1 ſlruction to all ee and utterly inconſiſtent with _ 

an honeſt and free enquiry after the truth. Now who. 
are the perſons the moſt likely to oppoſe this authority, 
and to bear a firm and undaunted teſtimony againſt it? 
Not ſurely thoſe who agree to ſupport it; but men of dif- 1 
2 ferent principles and of a different conduR. | 


Mlen of an independent ſpirit then, who think and 
af for themſelves. unreſtraincd by fear, and unallured by 7 
_ wordly emoluments;--men pollefſed of ſcripture truth and 
goſpel liberty, tenacious of ſo invaluable a poſſ-{ſion, and 
who are collected into diſttinct aſſemblies for the profeſ- 
lion and propagation of it men, in ſhort, who conhider 


6 


habe as citizens of heaven, Fn who in conſequence | 


_ thereof, expreſs a generous contempt of the pleaſures and 
pains Which the world may hold out to them, with a view 
to engage them from the path of their duty ;—theſe are 


the perſons who form the only barrier, which can prevent 
the erection of an eccleſiaflical tyranny ; or reftrain the |} 
hand of ambition from drawing ts chains over both the | 
actions and the minds of men. Now to prevent this is 


certainly an object of great importance, fince eccleſiaſtical 


deſpotiim is much more deteſtable in its nature, and per- 
nicious in 11s conſequences, than any civil tyranny what- 
ſoever, and! believe the experience of all ages will evince, | 
that ſo long as the proſpect and example of freedom are 
before the eyes of men, they will wear the chains of Ta- . 


ern wich much greater reluctance. 


Beſides, ſuch a procedure is not only a barrier againſt 15 
= the encroachments of deſpotiſm, it us alſo a preſervative | 
| e in its primitive ſtate, and of courſe will |} 
be conducive to the intereſt and happineſs of ſucceeding | 
generations, In the ſcriptures, religion is delineated as | 
ſhe deſcended from heaven, arrayed in her native purity; | 
but by a long reſidence on earth, among a weak and de- 
| generate race of beings, he has contracted a conſiderable _ 
mixture of error and corruption. So great indeed is the (| 
change ſhe has undergone, that what is now in various 
parts of the world called Chriſtianity, ſcarcely bears tbe 
moſt diſlant reſemblance io her, which originally cane 
_ down from heaven; ſo that were men to form their judg- . 
ment of the doctrines and worſhip which Jeſus and his 
| apoſtles have taught, from what they ſee and hear of thoſe 1 
matters in ſeveral countries which bear the appellation of 
Chriſtian, their rejection of Chriſtianity could not be 


furprizing. Rather, | 1s 1t not ſuprizing : that thinking men 


| ſhould ever 8 fuch abſurdities 10 o be of divine 25 | 


. pointment 7 


It is an a nt oreat importance e * 
een ellected; nce a knowledge of the ? 


| this alteration 


VI. 


* caules, which e Pen to ks ſuch a change, will ; 


of courſe throw conſiderable light on the means to be 


made uſe of as a future preſervative. 5 


5 Now it cannot, I think, be in the deal 1 by : 
| any, who are acquainted with the hiſtory of mankind, 
chat the ambition of the human heart, prompting men to 
domineer over the conſciences of others, and to impoſe 
their own mandates as the rule of faith, has been the 
capital ſource of all the corruptions, ſuperſtitions, and 
errors, which have ſo greatly defaced the Chriſtian reli» 3 
gion. This ſpirit of impoſition conflitutes a principal part 
ok that myſtery of iniquity, which began to work in the 
| apoſtolic age, but did not attain its full height till ſeveral | 
centuries afterwards, when b) gradual. advances i it at laſt 5 


was eſtabliſhed on the 1 ruins of Chriſtianity, 


1 In the eighth century, the church of "Fa acained | 
. her higheſt grandeur, when the inhabitants of the earth 

| ere made drunk with the wine of her fornication, (Rev. 
= 2.) If it be aſked, How ſo aſtoniſhing a fabric as 
| this was erected ? The anſwer is equally obvious and im- 
portant: The uſurped dominion over men's conſciences, 
| claimed and exerciſed by that church, is the baſis on which 
| it refs; and the egregious folly of the eople, in ſubmit- 
£ - Bug: to that e has paged ad and eee 


off 


This is a | aol of great importance, which ; it were to 


8 be wiſhed that every one wearing the Proteſtant name, 
The name of Popery indeed ſeems in 
general, among all denominations of Proteſlants, to be 
held in ſufficient deteſtation, as containing in it ſomething 
exceedingly pernicious, but its nature, alas, is little atien- 
deed to, and its ſpitit is imbibed by many, who are frequent- 
Iy heard to exclaim againſt it. For, What is the ſpirit 
ol Popery'? Is it not the impoſing of the determinations 


clearly underitood, 


of one man, or of a ſet of men, on the conſciences of 
"other, by whatever n means R A che moſt effectual 
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| to accompliſh i it, and thereby Wesel I al eee juiry N 


_ reſpetting the things that are thus impoſed ? Where then 


, this power of impoſing 1 18 claimed by any, whether pope, _ 


king, parliament, biſhops, or church, there the very ſoul 


of popery exiſts; and though for the preſent many ſuper- — 


ſtitious practices may be expunged, yet no aſſurance can | 


| be had that theſe, and even worſe, will not again be in- | 


troduced. For, whoever has a right to impoſe any one | | 


a dotirine, or any one practice, on any of his fellow men, 


has a right to impoſe a thouſand, nor can any line be dran 
whereby the boundary can be aſcertained. That reform 1 
ation therefore which conſiſts merely 1 in transferring. an | 


_ unjuſt authority from one ſet of men to another, is rather | 


nominal than real; and what improvements ſoever may 


be made in other relpetts, while this remains, it is ex. 5 
ccedingly. defeftive.; uh 33% wu 
5 cauſes chat 4 to 1 8 delrudtton EE 
3 Chriflianity, i in a great part of the Chriſtian world, being 


now explored, the means of reſtoring it to its primitive « ori- 


Linal, or of preſerving 1 it from future corruptions, appear | 


0 ſufficiently obvious. Freedom of enquiry, and freedom 


of practice, are the only means that can elfetiuate ſo glo- = 3 
rious a work. For, tho? genuine Chriſtianity. can Se 4 + 


: produced only by the powerful agency of its all glorious 
Author, yet I may fafely affirm, that whenever his agency 

is exerted on men, it operates in the manner I am now _ 
deſcribing: it influences the mind to ſerious, diſaſſionate 


enquiry, and Indices them to acl with 2 and 13 


e 8 


Thus, long before he Rosun ky PEP IST its 
; greateſt blow, at the well-known era of the reformation, _ 
there were ſeveral whom God raiſed up, and enabled to 
bear a glorious teſtimony againſt it. Among the principal 


of thoſe magnanimous witneſſes, we may reckon Huſs, , 1 


and Wickliffe, eſpecially the latter of them, who nobly | | 


| defended the rights of conſcience ; and tho' they could | 
not diſpel the thick gloom of error and ignorance, which 
ai that tir time overſpread che Chriſtian world, they however 


* 


a7 


AF. red {ach a light: as was never n jotlly. extin- 
guilhed, but laid the foundation on which the Reformation 
was buile and 5 which alone primitive C hriltianity Sean 
de ſupported, For, as an hiſtorian of thoſe times ob- 

| ſerves, when Cs of the beginnir g of L uther's op- 
1 Poſition n to the Papal hierarchy „0 {mall a ſpark as that 

colliſion made, could never have 1atfed ſo great a'fire, if 
| the world had net been ftrongly diſpoſed to ity by the juſt 
prejudices they had conc: ived „gaſuſſ the Popith clergy, 
on account of their ignorance and lewdneſs, and by the 
cortuptions of doftrine and worlhip which they perceived 
in that chuich : and he adds, that thoſe coriuptions were 
of ſo groſs a nature, that a very ſmall proportion of com- 
| mon 1e nie, with a: ſight attention to the New Teſtament, 15 
| _” Eſc {at Heise nt tO di {cover them. Succeeding gene rations | 
| therefore, it is evident, were highly it adebted 1 to thoſe ceie- 
| brated men, for their fortinide” in combating fo formidable 
a4 foe; and their names will be tranſmitted to polterity = 
with honor, while t OW - of their e are held in 


contem pt. 


3 If chen t to examine eie to kellity errors, 1 o 5 
5 correct. abuſes, be juſt, honorable, and neceſſary, at one 
teme, it is {0 always; and if it be juſt, honorable, and 
neceſlary for any one "hi lian to do this, it is equally {ſo 

| for all, as indeed it is every one's indiſpenſibie duty. 
| For ſo long as doctrines or duties are re ceived and attended 
10 merely on the authority of men, ſuch faith and obe- l 
dience can never be acceptable in the eye of God, as 
they are deſtitute of that eiſential ingredient in all aecept- 1 
able 1 zerformances, A negard to the Divine Authority, 


2 


"Fhote perſons therefore, and thoſe only, who have thrown | 


olf the fetters of human impoſition, and who at all events 
dare to think and att for themſelves, are capacitated to 


| preſerve chriſtianity pure; and it were I think ealy to {| 
prove, by a collettion of hiſtorical facts, that the preaching, = 


writing, converſation, and condutt of ſuch perlons, have 


more or leſs in every age effefluated fo glorious an Object. 
- Is 1 it not evident to every intelligent perſon, x that we in 
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this. Jand | in the ole day, are nh indebted: to our F 
illuſtrious and magnanimous anceſtors called Puritans, not | 
only for the religious liberty which we enjoy, but alſo for 


that purity in doctrine and worſhip, which in ſome degree 


at leaſt at preſent exiſts among us ? Onght not we there- * 
fore to maniteft an equal reyaid to our poſterity, and 


aſſiduouſly endeavour, by carefully ſearching after truth, 
and reſolutely oppoſing all innovations, to tranſmit Chriſ- 
tianity to them in its native ſimplicitiy, unadulterated by 


the traditions of men? Is not a procedure. of this kind, as || 
Chriſtians, our incumbent duty; ; a duty which we owe _ 5 
both to God and to nuinbers of our ſpecies which are yet 1 
unborn ? By ſuch a conduct, and by ſuch a one only, we 


may have the ple aſure to rellett, future generations wilt 


riſe up and call us bleſſed; and a people will be tormed in — 
our own Iſle to be witneſſes for Chrill, as long as the fn | 
and moon endure, What heart that fcels-the importance 5 
_of Chriſtianity, and beats. with affection towards the riling 7 


generation, can remain undetermined what conduct 10 85 
hold, when a motive libe this | 1s rightly: perceiy ed! 1 


8c a Freedoms a enquiry, moreover, 995 0 . 


g contribute to form a judicious, ſolid, and uſeful |} 
Cariftian,—Now to be a pudicious Chriſlian, is un- 
doubtedly an acquiſition of great importance, lince it is the 
; lubjc&t of many a {criptural prayer; and ſuch Chriſtians, 3 
on a compariſon with others, are denominated perfect. 


nay are even dig nfied with the honourable e of 
| fathers, 


But how ſhall 10 deßtable: an object b be canned 0 w "1; 1 
. the miniliry of the goſpel only be ſufficient to ellectuate = | 
„ I apprehend not, Jhe miniſtry, 'tis true, is an or- 


dinance of divine appointment, one great end of which , Þ. 


the ſpiritual improvement of Chriſtiaps, by leading them f 
into a greater acquainiance wich the divine will. Thoſe 
— miniflers accordingly, who feed the people with knowledge - 


and underſtanding, are affirmed to be paſtors of whom : 


God himſelf peculiarly eee But chen it 15 nor 


Place, and hear a mixture of truth and error, ſenſe and 
| nonſenſe, without almoſt either any deliberation on what 
| they hear, or any perulal ot the e in older to form 


| 3 diligent hearer of the word, but an attentive reader of [ 
i - 100: or, to ule a ſtronger phraſe, he mult ſearch the 


| vour to find out the true meaning of what is contained 1 in 
| that ſacred treaſury, lodependent of this practice, it 
were in vain to expect, that ever we ſhould be ſkilful in 


| tance with goſpel truth. But by a cloſe and perlevering 


a growing acquaintance with the Ide" important N 


| : : and the word of Chriſt will dwell in us richly, 


1 profitable talk about it ;--let him read the epiſtle of James. 


. C08 7} - 
| hearjng merely, no. not even hearing the moſt judicion 4# 
teachers, that will of itſelf make judicious hearers : much 


1 will an injudicious miniſtry effect this; and leaſt of 
all cam it be expected by perſons who run ſrom place to 


1 Judgment of it. 55 
If a Chtiſtian would bs dien, 1 . not "ably So 


ſeripturcs; which undoubtedly implies an earneſt endea- 
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the word of righteouſneſs, or have any extenſive acquain- 


Cana 


LEY 


attention to the inſpired writings, we ſhall of cout ſe enjoy 
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Would any Chriſtian, for example, know the -oſool in 
1 native ſimplicity, and perceive the baſis on which it 
reſls z—let him read the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt as re- 
corded by the four evangeliſts, and the Abts of the apoſtles, 
be compared with the. prophecies of the Old Teftament. 
Would he be {ſkilful in diſtinguiſhing the pure truths of 

__ Chriſtianity from all adulterated and counterfeit doctrines; 
let him read the epiſtles of Paul. Would he know what 
pure and undefiled religion 1 is, in diſtin{tion from all un- 


OR IE 


A ie Tay 
- — _ 2 
2 n 


Would he acquire fortitude of mind openly to protels the 
truth, patience in ſuffering for his ſteady adherence to it, 
and have his veneration for human authority and great 
names abated ;—let him read the epillles of Peter and 
- Jude. Would he be ſatisfied that his joys are not the 
joys of the hypocrite, but that they ariſe from fellowſhip | 

with the true God, conſequently that they are the pledges 
oY and | beginnings of eternal life let him read che "Omg 


(| 
| 


(46) 


of Tun, W ould 55 in a word, know the true flate and Eo | 
appearance of the church of Chriſt 3 in this world, and how |. 
It is diſtinguiſhed from the antichriſtian one;--let him read | 
the book of Kevelation, Thus are the ſcriptures Prœta- 
ble for doctrine, for reprooſ, for correction, and for in- 
ſtyuction in righteouſneſs ; that the man of God may be | 
1926 thoroughly furnificd to all good works, 25 a 


= 17.) 


Equally too is the practice 1 am recommending cle 1 
lat ed wo make the Chriſtian fold, as it is to make hun 
judicious, Ihe former indeed 1s a natural conſequence | . 
of ihe latter. For, while even thoſe w ho are born from 
above, remain injadicious, and have not their ſpiritual | 
ſenſes exe rciſed. they are apt to be driving to and tro like: 
a wave of the fa. and carried about as a feather in ne J 
air, withevery wind of dotirine to which they are expoſed. 
When they bear error deſcribed by the tongue of eloquence 8 
enforced With all the warmth of zeal, and recommended F} 
by the ſanktion of learning too, they are apt to miſtake it 
tor divine truth, and to receive it as proceeding. immedi- 
ately from 00. W hereas the judicious Chriſtian can 
inſlantly diſtinguiſh between things that differ: he conſi- 


ders the matter delivered, ſep: ate from the character of | 


him who delivers it; and 1 it is neither eloquence, zeal, nor 


| learning, that can impoſe error on him under the guiſe 5 
and appearance of tuth. Thoſe qualities indeed he highly Þ} 
elleems, but with him they can never make bitter paſs for 
ſweet. nor ſweet be taken for bitter. He knows the 
Shepherd's voice wherever he hears it, and cheerfully | 1 
walks in the way which that voice preſcribes to him, even 
though it 8 to be the way which 1 is . where 


Jpoken againſt. 


Beſides, che Chriſtian who düügenuy Patches" the 5 
ſeripture, will attain ſolidity in another view: he will 
not be ſhaken in his mind at the bad concutt of thoſe who, 
after having allumed the Chriſtian name, and perhaps 


worn it ſome time with a degree of credit, have fallen 


again. into the 3 of v vices. He that has not turned ne : 


605 


= thoughts towards the coolination of a Chriflian church, 
„ NOT attenuvely conſidered the epillolary * of the New 
8 Teſtament, is apt to be greatly haken, 


When therefore he ſees thoſe who pro 


not in reality. 


miſed fair, throw off the Chriſtian garb, and aſſociate wich 5 
| the men of the world ,--nay who perhaps become bitter 
| revilers of what they once zealouſſy profelled ; though he 
cannot but be ſorely grieved at ſuch a procedure, knowing = 

the fatal conſequences that will attend it with reſpett to 
many, yet it does not at all affect his mind as to Chriſti- MY 
aanity itſelf, or in the leaſt diminiſh his eſteem ſor it. On 8 
che contrary, it is rather a confirmation of his faith, as 
he knows that ſuch a procedure | is an accompliſhment of W 


8 ſeripture declarations. 


After what has been obſerved relative to the praftice 4 
1 am pleading for, having a direct tendency to form a | 


Jucdicious and ſolid Chriſtian, it will be ſuperfluous to add, 


that ſuch a perſon mult be uſeful inthe Ration he is placed 1 
This 1 18 the man who : 4 


in, be that ſtation what it may. 
maintains ſuch an uniformity of character as will bear the 
examination of thoſe that are around him. This is the 


man who ſtrengthens the hands of the feeble, and often 

| pours the balm of conſolation into the bleeding mind. 
This is the man who, to uſe the Pſalmiſt's image, taken 
from one of the moſt beautiful objects in nature, is {the a || 
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth i 
his Bot nh n his leasen: a ire, whoſe branches the ſtorms 


5 ien he ſees ſome 

Who were apparently zcalous ptofeſſors, apoſtatize from 
| their profeſlion, and walk again in the paths of immorality. 1 
Ihe weak Chriſtian flaggers at this, and partly through 
bis own defective underſtanding, and partly by the influ- : 
ence of Satan, is ready to think that ſurely religion is an 
unſubſtantial viſionary ching! Whereas, the man who has 
had his ſpiritual ſenſes exerciſed, and has been converſant _ 
| with the lacred writings, rocollefts that even in our Lord's 
own family there was a ſon of perdition, and that in thoſe 
churches erefted under the eye of che apoſtles themſelves. 
there were ſeveral who were Chriſtians in name only, and 3 
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may 30424 bend, vor whoſe roots it einn touch; . 
ſprcading, fruitful tree, which is not only admired for | its * 


beauty, but bleſſed by the traveller for the ſhade, and by 


the hungry for che ſultenance it affords him. —This is ths 1 
man, in a word, whoſe light will ſhine with one Ready, | 
; undiminiſhed blaze, till at laſt it be attracted 1 into its > ge- . 


3 nuine e ſource, the Sun of everlaſting gerne 


Eg A NOTHER n motive to enforce the ets of this 7 


| right, and which I ſhould ! imagine will be peculi- 1 


arly influential on all that love the Saviour in fincerity, |. 


Z may be drawn from their redemption from muſery by the - 


price of his blood, —“ Ye are bought with a price,” ſays | 
the apoſtle to the Corinthian converts, © be not ye The | 
„ $gERVANTS OF MEN,” (1 Cor. vii. 23.) What ang 
| animating motive! Bought with a price not a price com. | 
poſed of filver and gold, nor of crowns and kingdoms, — | 
but a price of infinitely greater value, even the Saviour' "ue 
7 Seeckous blood! Frequently reflect then, Chriſtians, both | _ 
on what you are redeemed from, and what an inconceiv- _ 
able price was paid for your redemption ! Remember that 
as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf for you, to redeem 


you from all iniquity, that ye might not continue to be 0 


the ſervants of ſin; ſo he gave himſelf for you to redeem 


you from your vain converſation received by tradition 


| o_ your W 5 that ye ADL not be * ſervants of = 8 


Long, . aid many of you 1 the Ger * 
. Aition of your fathers „long engage in a vain converſati- 
on, or inavain worſhip, while ye were ignorant of your 


folly, and thoughtleſsly trod in the ſteps of your anceſtors. By 
For, it is too true, that let a form of worſhip be ever ſo ! 


tedious with e ceremonies, ever ſo full of ridiculous 
ſopperies, ever ſo unworthy of reaſonable creatures to 


engage in, or of God to receive,--yet if it have deſcended f 5 
down to men from their forefathers, and can plead the | _ 
authority of age and > 14; ang a eng attachment „ 


| it is rivetted in che mind. 


d en in us to defeat, in one ee at. dealt, the grand 


0 — enen of che death of Chrilt ? * 


8 Saviour gave himſelf for vou, to deliver you from 
all ſuperſlitious worſhip, implicit faith, and blind obedi-- 
| ence;—if he really ſuilered, bled, and died: that) ye might. 
| not be the ſervants of men, $45 i to inveſt you with a 
| liberty of the moſt glorious kind : then why ſhould ye | 
be ſuò ect to ordinances. of man's deviſing ? Touch not, 
5 taſte not, handle not, after the commandments and doc- 


= _ trary, let the Redeemer's love conltrain you to adhere to | 
the rule which he has given you, 10 revere his authority 1 
as the only lawgiver to his church, and to bear an un- 


2 2 


low men. Thus will you make it appear, that the great 
end of redemption 15 obtained 1 in you, and that you are 
reſolved to fland faſt in that liberty wherewith Chriſt has | 
made you free, That undeviating regard to the authority 
of Jeſus which I am now urging, is not a chimerical, but 
a real duty, Your obligations to the performance af} it 
5 9 9 out of the undeſerved favour he has manifeſted oe 


2 )- 


Ho many, for ese are this; is even in a-thiodand 


"of goſpel light, who can give no other account of the Mi 
| grounds of their worſhip, than that their anceſtors wor- 5 
| fhippedin the ſame way before them! Thus they have re- 
| ceived their religion, in part at leall, as they have re- 
cedived their eſtates, and are reluttant to enquire into the 
validity of the conveyance. But how unworthy of the 
_ Chrithan charakter is ſuch a procedure as this! What 
little regard do ſuch perſons diſcover, to the commands 
and example of the great Head of the church! Others, 
again, believe ſuch dofrines, prattiſe ſuch duties, or 
_ worſhip by ſuch forms, becauſe ſome perſons of repula- : 
| tion for learning, or piety, or both, do the ſame, But is 
I not this evidently to be the Ane of men ? Is it not to 


— 4% — G —— * 7 4: 5 2 34 S&% 
* 3 3 2 II s. 
— : 5 n 8 5 
ww = r 2 -» 2 a \ — 
1 2 S RR SLETSE 


2 -— 
— —— 


— 


yield an undue ſubmiſſion to their authority, and ſo far as 


424 o8+ 


7. - r 4 
E ( o HY 

* — LC — 3 „2 
- * 4% 


Tf then Chriſtiaps it be true ME your 1 and * 


—_— = 
— GM 


— 


2 0 8 


ovih 


K — * 
— — ͤ — 3 


—— Os: =. 


. 


PILL at 


trines of men. (Col. li. 20.— 22.) But, on the con- 


daunted teſtimony againll all the | innovations of your fel- 


1 


wards vou. Shall any Chriſtian thin, bo hopes to en- 


joy the great benefits of redemption, ever repine at the | 


E: obligations laid _ him. to oppoſe the innovations and 


' doctrines of men ? Rather, will not a lively ſenſation of. --- - 
= 3 towards fo generous a Benefattor, pow erfully. | 
fimulat the mind of every redeemed perſon, to ſpend „ 


whole life in ſo noble an employ ? Animated by ſuch a 
motive, methinks every Chriſtian will exert himſelf wih 


vigour, in oppoſing every doctrine and every practice, = 
| which he believes to be foreign to true Chriſtianity. But 
| Hthould any one of my readers have degraded himſelf ſo far, | 
| as tamely to yield to the authority of men with reſpett to | 
the object of his faith or of his duty; 1 would beg ſuch 5 
2 perſon to re-conhder, how far he anſwers the end of his 


| redemption, and whethe 1.2 he at as $ gratitude ſhould 5 
| eke bim ? „„ 7 ” = 


PHE aft 1 motive x ſhall urge « on 5 occaſion, i ie, OY 


the peculiar happineſs. connected with ſuch a con- 3 55 5 


3 dud in this world, and the ev erlafling honours it will | 


certainly be rewarded. with in the future. — Divine 


truth, wherever ſhe mests with 3 cordial reception, will 3 - 
; always bear her own charges. Amply will the comp „ 


late all that | love her, for whatev 'er they may ſuffer on her 


account. Thoſe whe heep. the commandments. of „ 


and have the teſtimony of Jeſus Curiſt (which is the dif: : 

{ erimirating 

may be reproached, and fined, and impriſoned, and 
baniſhed from their native country, nay even brought to 


g charatter of a rue Chriſtian, Rev. xi, 17. 3 5 


| the flake. for their ſteady adherence to theſe intereſting 1 


objects: but neither reproaches, nor fines, nor impriſou- = 
ment. nor exile, no nor even the moſt excruciating pains = 
inflicted on them, can depri ive them of that peace and 


eomfort they enjoy, which is imparted. to them by the — * 


God of truth, whoſe they are, and whom they. ſerve. wo 


When ihe beloved diſc; iple was haniſhed into the de- 


1 iſland of Patmos, for the word of God, aud for the 
e e of Jos Kir the diſcovers of divine glory 1 


| esp cted by every diſc ple in lullering eiche {ti]l 


name of all the d:f iples, propoſed. this. queſtion to his 


all we have theref: re? How: memorable is the anſwer 
© which Jeſs gave!“ Verity T fay unto you, that YE who 
"have followe! me in the res jOneratton, WHEN the Son of 


tuelbe Thrones, Judz ing the treelve trib's of Iſrael And. 


95 355 xprellive of that 1 and conſolation which ſuch perſons 
hall enjoy, partly | om the icllimony of à good conſci- 
"ENCE; and parily from that inward ſenſe o the divine 4 
| approbaticn, which the God of truth will alluredly give | 

10 all who ſuffer rin ſo righteous a cauſe, This conſidera- | 


EE =} were given 15 'm there, us Bed bis foul 7 
with unſpeakable ha pineſs ; : ſo that even Cæſar on his 
Imperial throne be be deomed. miſerable, when com- 
pared with this aged! ind exit, d ſaint, And even admit- 
ti ng that thoſe. diſcover ies, in pa: tut leall, are not tobe 


iet is. enough ab ſolutely promiſed, "Fall to. compenſate . 
for every trial. Accord; ingly when Peter once, in the 


Nlafler. Ie ha ve forjaken all and followed thee, what 
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771 an ſu all fit inthe throne of hits 8 org, Je alto hall ſit on 


— — — 


"we 


Ne oF 
Ss y o . 1 
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* — 


EVERY. ONE Tat Jeath for; areN hs uſes, OF. brethren, oF: 
ters, or father. or mother, Or 775 or cluldren, or lands, 
/ or my fake, and the goſpels./ Natl receive a laude ed fold 
NOW IN THIS TINME. (kae xix. 27 ec. Mark 5 


4e os latter part if this 40 e 1s _ 0 


tion therefore ſhould animate the mind, firmly to adhere 
to the cauſe of truth; ſince a_goud conſcience is a contin- 
ual feaſt, anda Toke of the div ine af probation the higheſt 
| pleaſure that our. nature, ine! 3 pirelen nt ſtate, is capable 
ol enjoying. A faithful diſc 5 of our outy, will afford 
a pleaſure, 1 had al molt ſaid ofinitely | {uperior to what 
we can derive from any other ſource. Not thai avy ſhould 
court pe ſecution wich a View to enjoy the comfort that is 
promiſed to perſiins in ſich a flate: for in ns way ep 
would J believe be greatly diſappointed. But ſuch pro 
miſed comfort is ſurely a ſufficient reaſon w by a Chrillian 
ſhould never deviate from the path | of duty, in order 10 


avoid the 8 of u mon. 


* S 8 — — — - — — . 
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The Chriflian s proſpetts 11 are not ( Conbbed * 


within the narrow bounds of this life, but are equally ex- . 


tenſive with the promiſes of God. Already he has the 4 


earneſt of his inheritance: even now ever] aſting. life 1 18 


begun in him; and he looks forward with a ſteady eye Z 5 
towards that 3 when he ſhall be put in the entire : 


poſſeſſion of 1 


ſerve for him, and whe in the evcriaſling life he is now the. . 


E ſubject of ſhall arrive at its full completion. Is not this 
[ 5 enough then, Chriſtians, to inſpire 1 vou with courage in : * 
every conflict, and to animate you to be faithful even to | 


death? Are not thoſe immortal honours, which the Lerd 


at inheritance which he believes is in re- 


3 Tefus Chriſt hath inſured to all that faithfully ſerve him, : | E 
5 lufficient to excite the moſt generous and unſhaken fortitude | - 
in the open profeſſion of his goſpel? What, though u 


be deprived of worldly honours and e ti though =] 


you ſhould be figmatiſed as perſons, of an Adern com- 5 


plexion, and your names call out as evil, ,—though you - 


7 thould forfeit the eſteem of thoſe whoſe approbation, next 1 ; = 
| to that of your Divine Maſter, you could moſt defire,— | 
I though, ina word, you ſhould ſuffer the loſs of all things | 


for your adherence to the way of truth, ſurely the never-. = Os 


= faging crown of glory will amply compenſate for all! 


Soon, very ſoon, will. this world, with all its pomp 


5554 ſplendour, and with all its 8 e OL een : 4: 


for ever paſs away .--ſoon willa never-ending {ſcene preſent 5 


| * itſelf to our view; then to have fought the good fight, to | 
| have been 50 for the truth, to have taken up Gor. 


_ croſs and followed our Divine Makter i in the. ways of his 
appointment, will alluredly terminate in immortal e 
aud everlaſling 3 Joy. od Lak 5 208 


Would you then Chril ilians, ctdebti's maintain your. * 


1 to your glorious Sovereign, -Would you cheriſh 
n your minds à cordial love to the truth,--would you as 


| faras lies in your power prevent the erettion of an eccle- 


. r, a. contribute to 145 happineſs of ſucceeding gene- | 


|  Tations,—would you be Judicious, Haie and e — WP 


e comfort, and honour. 


1 much as poſfible of all partiality and prejudice ; and 


"C88 }- 


095440 you in ſome fare lihave as thoſe who : are re- 
| deemed at an invaluable price, - would you, in line, enjoy 9 

| ſubſtantial happineſs 1 in this life, and eve rlaſting felicity WY 

and honour in that world which is to come zen EX 
AMINE WITH FREEDOM, AND ACT WITH FIRMNESS. MW 
Let your hearts be found in God's commandments, and 
5 deſpiſe thoſe little, low, and ſordid motives, vy which 
baler minds are athuated, as ee ot a 8 in a 


* Chriſtian's s breall, 
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 Direftions relativ e to the proper Regulation Fo the 
. | _ Chriſtian 4 rig ht. 


82 5 of che whole, 1 will r now give a | ſow 
_ 4 hints, by way of direction, relative to the Regula- 
tion of che right which I have been pleading for and en- 
forcing; and I would hope that a due attention to them 
will be ſubſervient in promoting the Chrilhian' 8 e 


_= 
* 


— 
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J hr "HE Gi bing. ieh appears « to me W nil to be | 
| attended to in this matter. is, To diveſt ourſelves | 


tko preſerve a genuine ſimplicity of mind, ready to receive 
the impreſſions of truth, how contrary ' foever theſe may |} 
be to our former. opinions. By partiality and prejudice I. 
would be underflood to mean, ſuch a fondneſs for the 
notions we have imbibed, by what means ſoever we have 
imbibed them, as in a great meaſure, if not wholly, pre- 
E | cludes any further enquiry into the grounds of them; and, Ii 
in many caſes at leaf}, has ſuch an influence on the mind, 
n as elfettually 10 lille the impreflions of truth, : 


Ihe notions which are imbibed by education ad 3 
1 verſe, as we grow up from childhood to maturity, reſpeQ- 
5 ing both porn of dotirine and modes of e have 


7 54 13 


: frequently a greater jafluence Fs men are aware of; 6 
that there is a reluttancy to xamine the truth of thoſe : 
doctrines, and the propriety. of thoſe modes of worſh: Pp. 
which differ from what we have long been accuſtomed to. = | 
From this principle 1t was, that the fathers of the cl hurch _ ; 
= (as they are called) ev en "after the reformation beg! in, Hal 


ſo great an influence on the minds of men, that ſcarcely 


any truth or duty was thought to be ſufficiently con lirmed 5 

by ſcripture teſtimonies, w ithout additional vouchers from 

theſe ancients; and accordingly Tertiulli ian, and Chiy- *' 
ſoſtom, and Auſlin, and Jerome, regu! arly. took their 
places on the ſame bench of judgment, with Paul, aud 


Peter, and James, and John. Happily however this pie- 


jucdice is cradicated out of the breaſts of many, and when pe 
thoſe ancients are produced againſt them as compete! 1 1 
| judges, they plainly deny the fakt, and immediately appeal. 


to a higher . the Frags of Christ and the e. 
Hes only. OE, Ru, 


: 1 then „ 2 + plant „ pernicious; 4. 
7 which, when it grows to any conſiderable height, calls its | 
| deadly ſhade over all the precious ſeeds of reaſon and of | 
truth. If therefore we would make a proticiency in: 
5 ſpiritual knowledge, —if we would maintain a _condutt | 
uniform and honourable, correſponding to the will of | 
God eas revealed i in his word, we muſt umpartially and in- 
genuouſly examine the ſcripture, where alone thoſe truths . 
and duties are contained which it is incumbent , on Cc: ans : 


| ans to believe and to piactiſe. 


The ſacred penmen accordingly, Hewes given n 1 
eee to ſuch a procedure, as a neceſſary mean to || 
facilitate our growth i in genuine Chriflianity, With all 
ſimplicity, as new-born babes, ſays the apoltle Peter, de- 
fire the ſincere, or unmingled, milk of the word, that je 
may grow thereby, Prejudice thorefore as well ae paſſion, 55 
muſt be laid aſide, if we would not be incapacitated ſor ©: 
religious improvement. How is it pollible, indeed, that 
a perſon ſhould learn the doklrines or duties of Chriſlia- N 
nity, whul he 1 is under che influence of o Pernicious HE © 
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> of God. 


|. mediately 


1 


| wer: w has fach a perſon reads the fired books of” 


A1cripture, he 1s perpetual: y liable to pervert or [train them, 
in order to make them ſpeak his own ſ-nſe, 


notions. ſupported 1 in thole paſlages 'of ſcripture, where 


the inſpired writers had not the moſt dillant idea of 
| them: at another time he has fach a dimmneſs on his 3 
that he cannot ſee any thing contrary to his ſcheme, even 
1 though it appear on the ve ry face of the paſſage. | 
an unhappineſs then i is it to be under the inſluence of a 
. prejudiced mind! On the contrary, happy is the man 
whoſe mind is unbiaſed in the judgment he forms, —who 
| proportions his alſent to the degree of evidence, and who 
1g defirons to be led into an acquaintance with truth, by L 
what hand ſoever he | may be introduced into her Preſence, 1 


. £ {JP . our - enquiries 3 tuch mo” 15 we ought, 5 
5 n dependance on divine direction, 40 make the 
| beft uſe of Our OWN underſlandings.—It i is, in my view, 

a Bir principle in religion, that true wiſdom is the gilt Z 
It has 1ts origin from above, being derived im- 


(James i. 17.) 


from tlie Faths r of liehts. 
If men therefore deſire to be made partakers of it, they 


| muſt frequentiy and importunately addreſs themſelves to 
Agreeable to this is the advice ſo repeatedly given 


Y him. | 
| in holy ſcripture : : If any of you lack 1 let him aſk 


of God—and it fall be given him. 


feel, and ye frall fing © 
von. (Mart. vii. 7. ) : 


Prayer, accordingly, and 3 for divine illo- 1 


mination, has been Ile hqed to by all god men, in every. 
| period of the world. 


tual objects | 


At one 
time perhaps he 1s ſo: ſharp-f1; zhied, as to find his own. 
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oo (James i. 5. ) ; 
Again, Aft, ſays our Lord, and it ſhall be given you ;_ 
knock, and ut Fat be Pere to 8 


How frequently, | in the ſacred bil- | 
tory, do we meet t with petitions for divine direttion, m 
order to obiajin a more enlarged comprehenſion of ſpiri- 1 
Open thou mine eyes. that I may behold | 
_ wondrous things out of thy law ! Teach me, C Lord, the | 
way of thy fat utes? With numerous others of the © lame 1 


gs 
pj 
© 


— 


. 1 8 of 1 
. .... 


* 


. 
- — 2 ee | >. K — — 4 


ee. 0 
0 . £ 
” — — — 


— 
— 


— 
— — ppm 


2 


—— . ——— — — 


— . 


But chen, as it is not ſufficient to aſk our daily bread | 
of God, unleſs we be induſtrious in our civil affairs; e- 4 
qually groupdleſs would it be to expect, that the way of | 
truth and duty ſhould be made known to us, except by I. 
| the exerciſe of our own underſtandings. | Such an expett- | 
ation indeed, would be a great reflection on the Author | 


(6) 


claſs. Thus then it appears, that divine wiſdom cannot 


* enjoyed, except in a way of hed e f Nay l 


May add further, that ſome who have applied themſelves 
to the ſearch of religious truth, in a vain conceit of the | 
ſtrength of their own intellectual powers, without a regard | 
to the divine aid, have been ſuffered to run into a wild | 
extravagance of opinions, by which they have injured both | 

JJ y ooo inn nts Pa ec] 


of our nature, who has endued us with the faculty of rea- 


| fon, and thereby ennobled us above the other inhabitants | | 
of this terreſtrial globe. For, reaſon is the eye of the mind, | 


* by which we ſee the evidence of Chriſtianity, and are | 


capacitated to diſtinguiſh between one object and another, | 
The man therefore who, in matters of religion, would | _ 
_ diſcard it as uſeleſs, acts full as abſurdly as he who ſhould | 
put out his bodily eyes, in order to judge of the difference | 
/// On 
Mere not a Chriſtian, for inflance, to make uſe of | 
his reaſon or underſtanding (for I uſe theſe two words as | 
 {ſynonimous) to find out for himſelf that ſenſe of ſcripture | 
which is moſt agreeable to the mind of the Holy Spirit, he | 
might receive the moſt contrary ſenſes at the ſame time, 


— —— ˖——— 9 


* 


Hince it is by the ule of reaſon alone that he diſcovers the | 
%%%%]˖ m!!! ̃ !.! 


P 


We ought indeed to be particularly cautious, that we 
do not deceive ourſelves by reaſoning in a wrong manner: 1 
Ve ſhould uſe our utmoſt endeavour to find out the princi- | _ 
pal deſign of the inſpired writers, and take great care to | © 
 athx that ſenſe only to the words and phraſes of ſeripture, 
which thoſe writers themſelves intended to expreſs by | 
| them;—but ſurely we ought not to give up the exerciſe of | 


\- 


; tenlot i in any eile whatever. 
extends only to the words and phraſes of ſcripture (as 1 

| ſhall remark more particularly afterwards) but in others it 
extends alſo to the objetts that are ſpoken of,—ls it not, 
for example, by the uſe of this faculty, that the dottrine 
of tranſubſtantiation, tho? founded (as thoſe who hold it 
„ affirm) on the plain n words of our Saviour himſ. If, is re- 
| jetted as abſurd? Though it be readily | -owned, 
Chriſt favs of the bread This is my Body, and of the cup 
is is my Blood, yet as, if we underſtand the words 
|| literally, they are a flat contradiction to reaſon, and as 
chis is an object that may properly be {crutimzed Sed ; 
reaſon, i it is denied without the leaſt heſitation, 


Some perſons i it is true, (whoI doubt not have meant 
I well) have, I think incautioully, aſſerted. that reaſon 
| ſhould always be ſubmitted 10 fails 
4: phraſeology ſeems to indicate, as though ſome of the doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity were incompatible with reaſon, or 
N though they would ſhrink from a rigid diſcuſſion, 
| this, in my opinion, is a great mi ſtake, | 
preſume cannot ſuffer from che fr-eſt enquiries; and to 
judge is the duty of all, in proportion to their means and 
O17 opportunities of doing it. 
are ſo ſublime, t 
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it is far from 
| "But then it can 


them: all may be h1 mly believed, and realon by no means 


be lain doi perple xc d.—Nay een that dottrine which 
teaches the firict unt of God, while! italſo informs us that 
this one God ſablifls under the diſtinct appellations of 

Father, Word, and Holy Spirit, each of whom 1s poſ- 
ſell d of the properties and powers peculiar to Godhead, 
* nough great'y exclaimed againſt by many in our day) 
ba nothing that appears unreaſonable in it: and all the 


arguments "that have been brought againſt it ultimately 


turn on this "Bogle dige; 1 bat we e wull judge of the 


1 donde cafe indeed: it 


r 
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11 


that : 


3 


which kind of 


But 
Chriſtianity I. 


Many of its doctrines indeed 
1 that reaſon could never have diſcovered 
them; and now when they are revealed, 


* being able to compreh:nd their nature. 
make no ſolid objection as to the truth of any one of 
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2! mriariner God's ace from what: we e know of * | 
exiſtence of bodies: a poſition which I am fure 1 1s highly | 
unreaſonable, as I ſhould imagine will 5 hong to „ 5 


5 8 8 perſon at firft fight. 15 


Lay this down as a rule then, Chrillians, an . 7 
you have exerciſed your own underſtandings to the beſt * 

of your power, on any part of divine revelation, in a de- 
3 pendence on the great leacher, the judgment you form, 


even tho? erroneous, muſt certainly be final with refpett 


| to yourſelves ; ; nor ſhould. you ſervilely acquieſce i in any I 
| other explication, till you are fhewn that there is a defett S- 
in your reaſoning, ard abe eee 1 are convinced 08, 1 


you have been in an error. 


. apoſtle Paul gives a Yecifive Mi; to ihe caſe | 
before us, Which every Chriſtian who would approve him- 
ſelf to God, ſhould continually keep in view as the rule | 
of his procedure. When treating of the different fenti- | _ 
ments refpetting days and meats, that prevailed among | 
the Chriſtians at Rome, in order to heal the diviſions that | 
had taken place among them, he gives this very expreſs | 
and extenſive canon: Let every man be fully perſuaded b 
In his own mind. (Rom. xiv. 35.) The obvious meaning 2 
of which ſeems to be this: Let him carefully examine | 

| the rule of his religion, to find the directions that are | 
given him there ; and then att according to the belt light | 
Ke can derive from i it, giving his brother full liberty to do | 
the ſame. Particularly let him be careful that he do not | 
att contrary to what his conſcience ditlates after ſuch an | 
examination, | ſince he will . certainly land ſelf. | 


15 euntemned. 


The natural concluſion. 8 ihe: apolllc's 8 - maxim” a 
5 7 1 is, That a man's own determination of the ſenſe 


: of ſcripture, ought to be his laſt guide in whatever relates 


to religious matters. It is indeed the only lafe principle 1 


on which he can proceed; and to act contrary to it in anv 


inſlance is not only weak, but wicked too, ſince in al! 
ſuch caſes there is a direct violation of che divine authority ; 1 
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* 
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Tu eh amounts to + the {ame thing, wha he efteems 40 | 


be ſuch. The dictates of our Qwn conſciences then, in 2 


| every poſhble caſe, ought to give law to our actions; and 

| in every inflance in which we deviate from this rule, we 

| not only ſtand ſe f-condemned, but are adjudged by apol- 
tolic deciſion to be gu ty of ſin. For whatſoever ig not 


0 


| of faith, whatever | 15 Contrary to the perſualion of a man's 
own mim, 1% n. (Rom. xiv. 23.) This perſuaſion, 
atiſing an an attentive ſurvey of the geileres pro- 
: pole d, is a man's laſt reſource ; and a conduct in all re- 3 
lzpecis corre {ſponding to this, being a ſufficient proof of 


I 


| the integrity of the mind, 1 is certainly entitled to the * : 
4 probation of all. N | | 


To conclude, let diligence and 3 ide 


| "and devotion. join togethe r, and you need not doubt the 
I happy lucceſs. You know who hath ſaid, Incline thy | 
| earto wiſdom, and apply thy heart to underſtanding ; Ta 
| thou crirft after knowledge, and lifteſt up thy voice for 
N underſtanding ; tf thou feekeſt her as ſilver, and fearcheſt _ 
| for her as for hidden treaſures ; then falt thou under= | 
13 ſtand the fear of the Lord, Sts the ans f .. 
1 Cod. (Prove i Th 1 = 


43] 'T vt by of great uſe. too. 1 * proper 1 5 


oO 


| of ihis unportant right, Never to be ſolicitous 6% i 
YT know MOVE of thofe objects witch are matters of hure re- 
5 velation, than t the- Holy Spurit has thought fit to 


reveal tous, in the ſeripture. but, on the contrary, to reſt : 


1 Femke ſabi ified wth thoſe difeoveries that lac las AUC 1 


There ken 10 be an aptitude | in man, to attempt bei! ing 


wiſe above what is written, and to give explicalions of 


things which | a neither dpes, nor poſſibly can know any 


thing of, in his preſent ſlate, From this ſource have 


ariſen numerous diſputes, ie; netting objetts which, thole 


| difputers would have it thaw 2 1 2 to Chriſtianity 4 


but which, in fact, were no other than the creatures of 
their « own e . ere it mas 0 anſwer ay. 


(6) 


51 5 5 a long and curious u, keſpekling tuch 


matters, might be produced, about which men who have 


been called the Doftors of the church, have diſputed, and 5 


'  quarrelled, and even anathematized one another; though 


perhaps the knowledge of the objeAs in di \ſpute, even ſup- 


= poling that they really exiſted, was of no more conſe- 


quence in Chrithamty, than to know. the e meaning 


Z of Higgaion, Selah. (Pſal, Ix, 16.) 


It will be of ſingular uſe therefore to d. Ainguiſh well 


between thoſe things that fall under the cognizance of our 


| ſenſes, and which conſequently may with propriety be 


' reaſoned on, and thoſe objetls that are matters of pure re= | 
velation, of which we know. nothing at all further than the | 
revelation itſelf informs us. But it men will extend their 
reaſon beyond the bounds which its Author has pre- 
ſcribed for it,—if they will meddle with matters which | 


| are quite too high for them, 1 it is no wonder that + they my 
E into the greateſt abſurdities. 


| 
| 


Would it not, for EY be hit hs abſurd, We 5 
. perſon to form a notion of ſpirits, . what he has ob= | 
| ſerved to be the properties of bodies ? Would it not be | 
thought extremely. ridiculous, for a man that had . 
blind from his birth, to propoſe giving lectures on the 
nature of colours ? Equally abſurd are all attempts to 
explain. or reaſon on. ſeveral parts of divine re velation. 
The wiſeſt of men indeed have never attempied | „ 
did ever any perſon make the attempt, but he involved 


both himſelf, and his readers, in a labyrinth of perp exity, 


Nor can 1 conceive how 1t ſhould be otherwiſe. For, 
when men, who had been accuſtomed to exerciſe their 
reaſoning powers on various objects, puſh their reſearches 
into matters of this kind, they reſ-mble one who argues F} 
on the obje &tss of a ſixth ſenſe. when at the ſame time he 4 
is poſſeſſed only of five, As ſoon indeed may we expett 1 


to ſee a ſmaller circle contain a greater, as to ſee a finite 


being comprehend. the | nature of him who is infinite. 8 


. 


Be To this defi af RY which: are matters vo pure t re- 
| lon; may be referred, 'lhe manner of God's exiſ- 


tence—the diſtinction, and unity, of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit—the union of the divine nature and the 


human in the perſon of Chriſt—with ſeveral others that | 


bear a ſimilarity to theſe, Now it is certain we cannot 


- "things we are not acquainted. with, carries abſuidity on 


"the face of it : the obvious concluſion therefore is, That 
| they are not to be a gued about at all, bu: received and 
| © heliev ed implicitly on "the atihority of God. The reality | 
| and certainty of thoſe objects, and not. 8 manner of | 
1 their exiſtence, is what cor duces to the C Hrillt an's com- 
fort; conſequently, a good man. inſtead of vainly attempt- it 
ing io explain or account for things of this nature, ſhould | 
rather thankfully embrace them, and adovie the divine | 
goodneſs that ever ſuch 1 important d! {coverics were made. 
+: She uſe and not the nature of thoſe objefts, is what we 
| ſhould particularly be concerned to know, ſince it 15 the 


former and not the latier which. eon to our bap- 


055 pineſs. A man, for inſtance, may be an excellent navi- 
gator, he may both. enrich him{ If and others by his 
ſuperior {kill in maritime affairs, and yet be totally unable 

to account euher for che ſaitneſs of the ſea, or the action 

of the alr. In like manner a Chriſtian may uſe the ob- 


: : Jets I have been ſpeaking ot, for all the purpoſes of the 


Chriſtian liſe, —he may believe, adore, love, and obey, 
{the ſum tota! of Chriſt-anity) and yet be unabl- to ex- 
| plain the modus of thoſe objetts. The intelligent Chriſ- 
tian neither lays by his reaſon as uſeleſs, not exerciſes it 

on matters that arc entirely too high for him: he uſes it 
as a talent which God has entruſted him with, and he 


enjoys the ad antag's which naturally reſult from it. 


Fully p rſuaded of che veracity of God, and of the valt 
importance of the objetts revealed, he 1 receives the truth n 


the love of it, and feels 1 its falutary efiefls on dns mind. 


argue about theſe matters from any thing we are at pre- 
ſent acquainted with, ſince we cannot pollibly tell wherein 
| they agree or d. ſagree; ; and to argue about them from 


— 
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15 na a word, the proper province of reaſon i is, in a 4 


dence on Avine direttion, to find out the true en fe of 
ſeripture,—that ſenſe which a man apprehends 1s ſug⸗ 


ef}. d to him by the moſt obvious and unferced meaning 
of the ſacred volume, and having found this, it is ſurely | 


the mol} reaſonable thing in the world, to admit it as in- 

fallibly true on the authority of him who cannot deceive! 
And on the other hand, to reject this ſenſe of ſcripture, . |: -- 
merely becauſe we cannot comprehend how it is, is highly | 
unreaſonable, fince the ſame principle, purſued in its con- 
ſequences, would lead us to doubt both of the natural and | 
moral perfettions of God, N even of our own. "OE: 
tence too. 


Be careful then, Chriſtians, to difiozuilh b We 8 SS 
jefls of pure revelation, and thoſe which fall under the | 
cognizance of reaſon, as a miſtake here may be attended 
with many pernicious conſequences, | Where ſuch a dif= | 


tinttion is not made. perſons are apt to confound belle ving 
with reaſoning. Hence, through the pride of the human 
heart, the plaineſt truths of revelation have been diſ- 


carded; and many of the ſons of ſcience in later i065, as 


well as thoſe of old, have eſteemed the genuine goſpel 0 


* and thereby ſuſtained irreparable injury. Happy 
the man who cautiouſly avoids it, who fteers his courſe 12 
the vine e nll he reach the Pos of celeſtial vow: be 


641 r, moreover, we HM 40187 the divine 3 app bios, N 
L we ſhould fix in our minds a firm reſolution to 4 
believe and a in all reſpefts, as it appears to us that | 
we are taught and commanded by the holy ſeriptures |} 


| how contrary ſoever tO our former notions, Or how dil- ; 
| advantageous ſocver io our temporal interells. 5 | 


What advantage can poſſibly. accrue to any n man . 5 


| ſearching the ſeripture, unleſs he firmly refolve to believe 


| and att as it appears to him that he 1s taught and com- 


9 manded * chat facred hook 7 ? Such a perſon indeed, be 5 


be fooliſhneſs. This" is a rock on which numbers have. =» 


7% 7 


petuſing thoſe ancient records, may gratiſy his natural 
curioſity, from the hiſtorical narratives contained in them, 
and from the account he meets with of what has been be- 


| lieved and prattifed by a numerous people in a long ſue- 


ceſſion of ages. He may gratify his pride too, by inveſti- 


gating the ſyſtem of Chrill:an'ty, in order to diſplay his 
[abilities to others, and obtain the incenſe of popular ap- 
| plauſe. But then it is evident he does not treat the 
feriptures as the word of God, fince he has not formed 
___ any reſolution to comply with their contents, which he 
moſt aſſuredly would, were he fully perſuaded of their 
_ divine authority. He reads them much in the ſame 
manner as a Chriſtian reads the Alcoran of Mahomet, not 
zs defipning to believe and att according to its directions, 
bdut to ſee what opinions, rites, and duties, conſtitute the 
| religion which was ſo extenſively propagated by that ce- 
lebrated prophet. Or as a perfon may read a ſyſtem of 
pPhiloſophy, and take great pams to 'make himſelf ac- 
| quainted with it, that he may be entitled to a portion of 
literary fame. — But of what utility, in a religious view, 
can fuch a perufal as this be ? Unicſs indeed it ſhould 4 


pleaſe that God, who ſometimes makes even the curioſity 
and paſſians of men ſubſervient to promote hi s gracious 


; deſigns, to ſtrike a divine light in the ſou}, and thereby | 


pPeoortance, of thoſe objects contained in the ſacred volume. 


1 reality the word of God, yet when they meet with any 
paſſage that appears to convey a contrary doctrine to 


Others, again, may read the ſcripture as being in 


what they have imbibed, or that enjoins a duty, the per- l 


formance of which would thwart their temporal-intereſts, 


8 and perhaps expoſe them to ridicule and reproach er 


ie put a forced conſtruttion on the paſſage, whic 


weill by no means agree with the deſign of the writer, or 
they endeavour to ſatisfy themſelves with the thought, 

chat great numbers who have been in tepute both for their 
learning and piety, have believed and praftiſed in a dif- 
| ferent manner, Thus they impoſe on themſelves at | 
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N 


various times, and yet would be thought i to pay a a regard N 
to ſcripture anthority, But ſurely in all caſes of this | 
nature, the authority of ſcripture is out of the queſtion; _ 
perſons of this complexion, it 1s evident, are influenced by | 
an authority quite different from that of ſcripture; and | 
though in ſome caſes they may happen to believe or to | 
practice what is right, yet they certainly neither do the | 
one nor the other becauſe God has taught or commanded | 
it, but becauſe it +5 believed and practiſed by men of ſuch | 
a2 particular deſcription : and what kind of Chriſtian obe- | _ 
dience that is, which has no N to the * of „ 
Þ Oo; 1 leave every one to judge. . | 


If then Chriflians 1 y ou would act in character. —if you = 


would behave yourſelves 1 in ſich a manner as is pleating | 
to God, and will conſequently give you a peaceful mind, | 
| firmly reſolve, in a dependence on divine aid, to believe 3 
Vhatever the ſcripture teaches you, and to do whatoveris „ 
commanded by it. This alone is to make it the rule ä 
your faith and practice; and ſhould ſuch a procedure e- 
Po ſe you to the re proach of men, and perhaps be diſadvan- 


| tageous to you in ſev eral reſpects as to your temporal 18 
inteteſts, yet (as has already 


them. he it 1 that toveth me 


we ' wall come to him and make our abode 2 75 ham. | 


Fas HE laft FEST I ſhalt give oh ike 4 1 5 


of ſo important a right. is, to guard againſt a 


; cenſorious Spirit towards your fellow Chriſtians who || 
7, differ from you ; and, onthe contrary, to love them with || 
unfeign⸗ d affection as ſincere, though, in your apprehen- . 
So ion, winni ſeryants of your £ common Maler. - 


: * 5 . 


een obſerved) you will be „ 
1 amply compenſated, both by a conſciouſneſs of your own | 
int grity, and by, what is ſtill more valuable. a ſenſe of | 
the divine approbation. For 1t is a declaration which | 
Will certainly be accom liſhed, He that hath my com- 
 mandments, and keepeth 


and he that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, and = - | 


„„ 


A point of unity there muſt of courſe be, in which all. 
| that are real, and not merely nomina} Chriſtians will 
| unite, Every one that believeth on the Son of God, has 
| a view of his native ſtate and character as guilty and de 
praved,—conſiders what the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has done 
and ſuffered for ſinners as the ſole requiſite of acceptance 

Vith God,—makes that atonement, or righteouſneſs, the 

ground of his hope and his joy,—regards * Spirit of God 
as his Santtihier and Comforter, —in a word, fears Gd 
| and works rigliteouſneſs, and thus has the witneſs in Him- 
elß, and gives evidence to others, that he is paſſed from 
I death to life. If then theſe things be common to all real 
| believers (and common I think they muſt be) then it may * 
|| be affirmed, that they are much more agreed than what 
|| they often clearly apprehend, or in ſome caſes are even 


E wi ing to confeſs, _ 


WR ͤ I ws 


4 I.)he fat 


1 he f herefore being as I have now flated it, is 
| there not a ſolid foundation for the exerciſe of Chriſtian 
love with reſpett to all of the above complexion ? Ought _ 
| not all uch to eſteem each other as ſervants of the ſame #| 
|| Maſter, children of the ſame Father, and heirs of the ſame |} 
| inheritance ? Does it become them to be cenſorious and 
| 1ll-natured in their reflections on each other? Rather, 
I ſhould they not heartily unite in promoting the ſame com- 
I mon cauſe, inoppoſition both to the nominal Chriſtians | 
I and the openly profane? In the firſt ages of Chriflianity, | 
{| when the tide of contention between the Jewiſh and the | 
| Gentile converts ran high, the apoſtie endeavoured to ſtem | 
| the torrent, by informing them that the things wherein | 
| they differed were but of little importance, when compared | 
with thoſe capital truths and duties in which they were | 
agreed. He endeavoured to convince them, that the king= 
| dom of God, or true Chriſtianity, is not meat and drink, 
but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; © 
and that they were all the ſubjects of this kingdom, though 
= | they contended ſo warmly about herbs and holy-days, 
| Having inculcated this truth, he next points out to 


I chem he uſe that ſhould he wade oF it, fot ne thergfers” 
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ies after the Hinge which make for peace, and things 3 


wherewith one may edify another. Let us not judge 


one another any more e but judge this rather, that no | 
man put a ſtumbling- block, or an occaſion to fall in his 
brother”s way. (See Rom xiv, throughout) How defira- | 
ple is ſuch a temper and diſpoſition as this; and how ex- | 
cebllent a character does it form! Happy the man who | 

cultivates it with aſſhduity, and lets his moderation WW. N 
: Known to all men. 


When indeed a party- e 10 high among the dif- N 
e claſſes of Chriſtian profeſſors, and there are many | 
{ zealots on both ſides of a diſpute, the lover of peace and | 
moderation will frequently be expoſed to bitter invectives, 
from both the parties ſo warmly engaged. When he | 
would throw in a ſoftening word, with a view to compro® | 
| mile matters between them, how. often is he called ie 
. opprobrious term of luke- warm N with other 85 „ 
E. n of a ſimilar nature. 5 


„ „ council held in the fourth century ee * 3 
I 1 controverſy, after a great deal of fiery and ill-na- | 
| tured contention had taken place, and the prevailing party 4 

| ſeemed determined to ſuppreſs the other by the rough | 
hand of violence, a Chriſtian, and a lover of Peachy who BL 


: lived i in obſcurity, ſtood up and ſaid: 


„My brethren, the things to be” believed are b few; 1 5 


« the things to be done are many : but you behave your- | 
4 ſelves as if the reverſe of this were true. The apoſtle J 
„ Paul tells you, The grace of God that bringeth falva- Ys 
„ #2on, hath appeared to all men ; teaching us, that 
A denying ungodlineſs and worldly lufts, we ſhould live 
 * ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this preſent world, 
© Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appear-= |} 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, | 

„Concerning the nature of Jeſus you can diſpute inceſ- | 


. ſantly, and concerning the word grace, you will proba- : 


| © bly diſpute no leſs: but the reſt of the ſentence you 1; 
5 218 as of ſmall conſequence er importance. w at, 5 
0 1 | heſeech you, muſt the N and a. think of EI: - 


9 1 5 

L and of your religion? And what do the holy angels 
„think, who look down upon your contentions ? Theſe {| 
5 « bleſſed and compaſſionate ſpirits pity you, and think you 
| * mere children, But when from contending, you pro- 
| © ceed to beating your fellow-ſervants, to perſecuting and {| 
| *© deflroying, they conlider you as moſt malicious and |} 
| * wicked children; their pity is changed into indignation, {| 
| and they would ſtrike you dead, if the Supreme Gover- } 
nor did not ſtay their hand, and remind them that ſuch } 
5 „„ necds ariſe, and ſhall one day be rett- 
| __ So faid this unknown e but behold the conſequence? |} 
{| © The Conſubilantialifls called him an Arian, and the {| 


| ---* Arans called him a Conſublantallft,? /, MN 
A treatment ſimilar to the above may the pacific | 
_ Chriſtian expett, from thoſe whoſe zeal exceeds their | 
| Kknowleige, becauſe he reſuſes to enter into their clamorous |} 
| debates and violent meaſures. Let him not however be | 
| diſcouraged at this, but ſtill perſevere in ſo honourable a 
conduct; and what reproaches ſoever he may meet with | 
| from men, he will certainly enjoy the approbation of God. 
| Nay, when the ferment of paſſions Which falſe zeal has ex=- | 
cited, begins to ſublide, and the minds of ſuch perſons are h 
| calmenough to ſee things in their proper colours, the peace= | 
able candid Chriſtian will ſtand approved of men as well 
{| as of God, and enjoy that reſpett he is juſtly entitled o. 
Ik indeed any one that profe ſſes the leading truths of 
1 Chriſtianity, give reaſon to believe that he is a temporizer, 
or would make a gain of godlinefs, or ſhape his religion 
bo be acceptable to men, his diſguiſe ought, if poſſible, to 
be ſtript off, and his true character openly expoſed, that 
others may be preſerved from his permcious influence. To | 
expoſe a chacatter of this kind, when there is proper evi- | 
dence of it, is fo far from being a breach of Chriſtian 
charity, that on the contrary it is a ſtrong expreſion of it. 
Thus Paul, when his brother Peter was guilty of difh- | 
_ mulation, and walkednot upri ghily according to the truth 


1 the goſpel, expoſed his falſe principles before the | 


= FT. 
| fociety at large, leſt they alſo ſhould be induced to imitate 


huis conduct. But where that integrity which ought ever | 
10 be maintained by the real Chriſtian, appears in any | 
one who profeſſes Chriſtianity, he certainly is entitled to | 


An o 


| our regard, though we conſider him in the light of a miſ- 


taking brother. 


There is not indeed any fingle dofirine which Chrift | 
has taught, nor any aft of worſhip he has enjoined, nonor | 


| any e preſcribed, but a belief of the one, and 


n obſervance of the other, will contribute to the advan- | = 
nage of any Chriſtian. But then ſome of thoſe dottrines, | 


| atts of worſhip. and moral duties, are confeſſedly of far | 
greater importance than others; and in thoſe more impor- | 


tant ones, as was before obſerved, all real Chriſtians are + 
| agreed. Since therefore this agreement lays the founda- 


tion of Chriſtian affeftion,--lince they all of them ſee . 
in part, and none can lay a claim to infallibility, is not | | 
his a reaſon, and a ſuſlicient one too, why they ſhould | 
exerciſe candour and forbearance with reſpett to the | 


| things wherein they differ? 


| Every Chriſtian indeed, in perfect agreement both to | 
the letter and the ſpirit of the laws of Chriſtianity, is left | 
| at full liberty not only to believe and to att as appears to 
him moſt agreeable to the mind of Chriſt, but alſo to de= | 
{ clare his reaſons why he believes this dottrine, or prac- | 
tiſes that duty; and as prudence ſhall diftate, to argue the |} 
point at large with any of his brethren he occaſionally |. 
converſes with. And I may add, that the Chriſtian who 


is averſe to hear the reaſons of a brother, reſpecting the 
objetis wherein they differ, ſuppoſing he has never atten- _ 


uvely conſidered them, diſcovers a mind greatly pre- 
judiced in his on- favour; and he who cannot hear ſuch 
reaſons aſſigned, without feeling his ſpirit inflamed with F 
paſſion, has a conſiderable ſhare of ſelf- importance, Which 


| 3t is both his duty and intereſt to diveſt himſelf of, || 


Let it always be yourendcavour Chriſtians, that every 
part of divine truth be the object of your regard, in pro- 
| portion as its relative importance in the goſpel ſyſltem 


'% 1 


ſeems to demand. Feen the apoſtle? $ conduld, how 1 
| he ſonobl defended the Gentile converts with reſpect to 
| their freedom from the ceremonial law, in ſupporting ac- 
| cording to your ability, whatever you are perſuaded is 


truth or duty, Give place by ſubjettion no not for an hour, 


: that the truth of the goſpel may be continued with you. 


Abſurd undoubtedly j it would be, if 1 may allude to 


attentively read his word as your ſole directory, and con- 


ſeientioulſy altend to "we" branch of bis will as there dif: |! 


L when? is ſaid of ſome ancient religioniſts, to plead for the _ 
mint, the anniſe, and the cummin, while the weightier | 
| matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith, are 
| omitted, The rule in all caſes of this nature is, The oe. i 
| ought ye to have 4 and not to leave the other undone. - 
= 1 xxiii. 23.) „%%% PS 
5 however; any dofirine' or duty has Yank fairly i 
BY ad honeſtly canvaſſed between two pacties, and after all, 
| each thinks himſelf in the right, why ſhould not each ex- 
4 erciſe candour towards the other, and permit him both to 
| enjoy his own ſentiments, and to propagate what he ap- 
N E to be right in the beſt manner he is able? What 
harm would reſult from ſuch a procedure? Does it argue 
| a want of Chriſtian zeal ? No: true zeal is ſubject to the 
. direction of divine precepts; and whatever, under the 
appearance of zeal, excteds theſe bounds, is a falſe flame, 
and as ſuch is both diſpleaſing to God and prejudicial to | 
men. — Will it weaken the Chriſtian cauſe? No: it will | 
|} rather add firength and conſiſtence to it, Will it bediſ= | 
Þ -- pleaſing in the ſight of God ? No: he has not authorized 
| any of his ſervants to judge a fellow ſervant, but has re- 
| ſerved that province ſolely to himſelf. Who art thou || 
_ that judgeſt another man's Jervant ? ? to his own. maſter | 
| he ftandeth or falleth, (Rom. xiv. 4.) On the contrary | 
as was before obſerved, this kind of moderation will be 
I highly acceptable to God, and the ſubje of it * * 
3 tainly be approved of by him. „ 


While then Chriſtians ye are bolieitoully euch to 
= pleaſe God in the whole of your deportment,—while ye 
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into your views of C 
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cloſed to you, While ye cordially embrace whatever ap- 


Pears to you divine truth, and chrarfully praftiſe what 
3 you apprehend commanded duty, cultivate a ſpirit of love 
| 2 towards your fellow travellers to the celeſtial country, and 4 . 
ſincerely bid them God ſpeed. Lay this down as a 
maxim in religion, that a firm attachment to principles of | 
your own, is perfeftly conſiſlent with the moſt liberal | 
| ſentiments, even towards thoſe of your fellow Chriſtians | 
| who maintain opinions direaly oppoſite to you. If in 
| | deed at any time it lie in your power to ſet a brother | 
| right, by leading him into a further acquaintance with his | 
{ Maſter's will, doit with pleaſure ; but beware of cenfuring | 
him as wilfully blind, becauſe he ſees not with your eyes. 
- How deſirous ſoever you may be, thatethers may enter | 
5 you Ohriſlianity, or adopt your ſentiments | 
reſpecting it, be aſſured that ft anf individual, Chriſtian | 
to do this, is not likely to anſwer any good purpoſe, | 
further than he is clearly convinced beth of their propriety . 
and importance from the evidence of ſcripture, | 
F To conclude, whatever truth or duty ye are in poſ- | 
ſeſſion of, wherein ye apprehend that ye have the advan- | 
tage of your brethren, rejoice in it; hold it faſt ; im 


prove 
it; and thus make it appear that every part of God's 


revealed will is precious to you, and that it is your higheſt | 
ambition to pleaſe him in the whole of your behaviour. 
Keep a conſtant guard over your ſpirit, that it break | 
not out into invettiwes againſt thoſe that differ from you, | 
but always remember that true charity, that moſt excellent | 
grace, without which all other things are vain, fſuffereth | 
long, and is hind—doth not behave itſelf unſeemly — | 


ſeeleth not its own—is not eafily provoked—and re- 
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Joices, in the truth. It beareth all things —believeth all 
lings - hoßetſi all things —endureth all things, Thus“ 
"fight the good fight in the true ſpirit of Chtiſtianity, keep | 
| the faith, and ye will finiſh your courſe with joy, and re= | 


[1 


.ceive that crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord hath : 
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| clofed to vou, while ye ordielty embrace whatovar ap- 
pears to PR divine truth, and chrarfully prattiſe what 
you appreh nd commanded duty, cultivate a {pirit of love 
towards your fellow travellers to the 3 country, ank 
ſincereiy bid them God ſpred. Lay this down as a 
maxim in religion, that a fra attachment to principles of. 
your own, is perfectly conhitent with the molt liberal 
ſentiments, even towards thoſe of your fellow Chriſtians 
Who maintain opinions direaly oppolite to you, IF in 
deed at any time it lie in your power to ſet a brother 
| right! by. leading him into a further acquaintance with his 
Maſter's will, do it with pleaſure ; but beware ofcenſuring 
him as wilfully blind, becauſe he ſees not with your eyes, 
How defirous ſoever you may be, that others may enter | 
into your views of Chriſtianity, or adopt your ſentiments | 
reſpecting it, be aſſured that for any individual, Chriſtian 
to do this, is not likely to an{wer any good pur pole, = 
| further than he is clearly convinced beth of "iheir propriety 
3 5 . importance from the cv; dence. of fe ripture. 5 


To conclude, whatever truth or duty ye. are in pol- | 
| bon of, wherein ye apprehend that ye have the advan- | 
BH tage of your: brethren, rejoice in it; hold it faſl ; improve 
it; and thus make it appear that every part of God's 5 

revealed will is precious to you, and that it 1s your higheſt 
ambition to pleaſe him in the whole of your behaviour, | 
| Keep a conſtant guard over your ſpirit, that it break 
not out into invettwes againſt thoſe that differ from you, | 
but always remember that true charity, chat moſt excellent 
grace, without which all other things are vain, ſuffereth, | 
long, and is hkind—doth not behave ut ſelf unſeemly— © 
| feeketh not its own—ts not eafily provoked—and re- | 
| porceth in the truth. It beareth all things —believeth all 
| things—hopeth all things—endureth all things, Thus | 
| fight the good fight in the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, keep - | 
the faith, and ye will finiſh your courſe with joy, and re- 
ceive that crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord hath | 
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